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1. Lithuanian Presidency 

Lithuania holds the rotating Presidency of the Council of the European Union (EU) from 

July to December 2013. The Presidency Programme, ‘For a credible, growing and open 

Europe’, sets three core priorities: 

1. Credible Europe with a stable financial sector and public finance and effective 

growth oriented EU economic governance and stronger social dimension. 

2. Growing Europe through greater investment into research and technological 

development, deeper integration of the internal market, as well as better employment 

opportunities and sustainable social security. 

3. Open Europe able to tackle global challenges effectively, promoting democratic 

values, contributing to safe neighbourhood, and actively protecting the rights of EU 

citizens. 

With regard to development, the Lithuanian Presidency will:  

1. Focus on shaping the post-2015 agenda – preparation for the Special Event in 

September in New York; 

2. Emphasise economic and social reforms in partner countries, using the transition 

experience, particularly in the post-2015 discussions; 

3. Conclude negotiations in the Council on the association of overseas countries and 

territories; 

4. Agree the implementing and financial Regulations of the 11th European 

Development Fund (EDF); 

5. Reach a final agreement with the European Parliament on the Regulation for the 

Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI). 

The calendar for all Presidency political meetings can be found here.   

The key meetings on development, foreign affairs and trade are listed in the table below: 

 

 

 

http://static.eu2013.lt/uploads/documents/Presidency_programme_EN.pdf
http://static.eu2013.lt/uploads/documents/Presidency_programme_EN.pdf
http://www.eu2013.lt/en/events/political-meetings
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Date Event 

6-7 September 2013 Informal Meeting of Ministers for Foreign Affairs (Gymnich) 

12 September 2013 Seminar on the Energy Security Dimension in the EU Common Security and 

Defence Policy (CSDP): guidelines for the future (Vilnius) 

30 September 2013 Conference on enhanced European International Cooperation and Eastern 

Partnerships in research, development and innovation (Vilnius) 

2 October 2013 Informal meeting of the Working Group on Development Cooperation (CODEV) 

(Vilnius) 

18 October 2013 Foreign Affairs Council (FAC) (Trade) (Luxembourg) 

21 October 2013 FAC (Luxembourg) 

24 October 2013 European Council (Brussels) 

18 November 2013 FAC (Brussels) 

19 November 2013 FAC (Defence) (Brussels) 

28 November 2013 The 3rd Eastern Partnership Summit in Vilnius 

3 December 2013 FAC (Trade in the margins of the World Trade Organisation Ministerial) (Bali) 

12 December 2013 FAC (Development) (Brussels) 

16 December 2013 FAC (Brussels) 

19 December 2013 European Council (Brussels) 

 

2. Post-2015 

In February 2013, the Commission published its Communication ‘A Decent Life for All: 

Ending poverty and giving the world a sustainable future’. The General Affairs Council 

adopted Conclusions on 25 June. These ‘welcome’ the Communication and support the 

integration of development and environment goals into a single framework.  

In April 2013, the European Report on Development 2013, Post-2015: Global Action for an 

Inclusive and Sustainable Future was officially launched. The report focused on three 

themes (development finance, trade and investment, and low-skilled migration) and 

included four country case studies (Côte d’Ivoire, Nepal, Peru and Rwanda).  

3. European Parliament Committees 

Each European Parliament committee has a diverse workstream. Examples of each 

committee’s current areas of focus are listed below. 

i. Development (DEVE) 

Key legislative procedures currently in progress:  

 European Year of Development (2015). 

 Promoting development through responsible business practices, including the 

role of extractive industries in developing countries. 

 The EU approach to resilience and disaster risk reduction in developing 

countries: learning from food security crises. 

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/documents/2013-02-22_communication_a_decent_life_for_all_post_2015_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/documents/2013-02-22_communication_a_decent_life_for_all_post_2015_en.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137606.pdf
http://www.erd-report.eu/erd/report_2012/documents/FullReportEN.pdf
http://www.erd-report.eu/erd/report_2012/documents/FullReportEN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/home.html
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 The efforts of the international community in the area of development and of 

'state building' in South Sudan.  

 The EU 2013 Report on Policy Coherence for Development.  

 EU donor coordination on development aid.  

 The role of property rights, property ownership and wealth creation in 

eradicating poverty and fostering sustainable development in developing 

countries.  

 Establishing a financing instrument for development cooperation. 

The complete list is available here. 

ii. Foreign Affairs (AFET) 

Key legislative procedures currently in progress:  

 European Neighbourhood Policy, working towards a stronger partnership: 

Parliament's position on the 2012 progress reports. 

 The implementation of the Common Security and Defence Policy (based on 

the Annual Report from the Council to the European Parliament on the 

Common Foreign and Security Policy). 

 The Annual Report from the Council to the European Parliament on the 

Common Foreign and Security Policy in 2012. 

 Corruption in the public and private sectors: the impact on human rights in 

third countries. 

 The situation of human rights in the Sahel region. 

 Establishing common rules and procedures for the implementation of the 

Union's instruments for external action. 

 Establishing an Instrument for Stability. 

 Establishing a financing instrument for the promotion of democracy and 

human rights worldwide. 

 Establishing a Partnership Instrument for cooperation with third countries. 

The complete list is available here. 

iii. Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) 
(covering climate change) 

Key legislative procedures currently in progress:  

 A 2030 framework for climate and energy policies. 

 Parliament's rights in the appointment procedure of future Executive 

Directors of the European Environment Agency - amendment of Article 9 of 

Regulation (EC) No 401/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council 

of 23 April 2009 on the European Environment Agency and the European 

Environment Information and Observation Network. 

 General Union Environment Action Programme to 2020: 'Living well, within 

the limits of our planet'. 

 Establishment of a Programme for the Environment and Climate Action 

(LIFE). 

 Eco-innovation - Jobs and Growth through environmental policy. 

The complete list is available here.   

iv. International Trade (INTA) 

Key legislative procedures currently in progress:  

 Authorising Member States to ratify, in the interests of the European Union, 

the Arms Trade Treaty. 

 General provisions for macro-financial assistance to third countries. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/work-in-progress.html?action=1&id=#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afet/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afet/work-in-progress.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/work-in-progress.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/home.html
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 Economic Partnership Agreement between the European Commission and the 

East African Community. 

 Southern African Development Community (SADC) Economic Partnership 

Agreement (EPA) States / European Commission Interim Economic 

Partnership Agreement. 

 Economic Partnership Agreement between the European Commission and 

Ghana. 

The complete list is available here.  

4. EU Budget 2014 

The Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) sets expenditure ceilings per EU policy for 

the period from 2014 to 2020. The Commission proposes annual budgets based on the 

agreed MFF agreement, which has yet to be approved by the Council and European 

Parliament.  

The 2014 EU budget proposal was submitted by the Commission on 28 June 2013, and 

reviewed by the Council Budget Committee in July. The Council agreed a position on this 

proposal and suggested a series of changes (see here). This position was endorsed by the 

Permanent Representatives Committee on 18 July, confirming the agreement reached in the 

Council's Budget Committee (find the press release here). The Council adopted a position 

on the 2014 EU budget on 2 September. The draft budget will now be forwarded to the 

European Parliament for amendments or final adoption.  

5. 2014-2020 Multiannual Financial Framework  

Details on the current state of play in the MFF negotiations are available here (as well as a 

useful FAQ section). In short: 

 The Commission put forward its proposal in June 2011.  

 The Member States issued their position at the European Summit of February 

2013.  

 The European Parliament adopted its position in a resolution in March 2013.  

The Parliament, Council and Commission reached a political agreement in June 2013, 

which was approved by Parliament in a resolution in July 2013.  

The European Parliament must now give its formal approval (Parliament is expected to vote 

on it in the autumn of 2013) before the package can be adopted by the Council. 

With regard to the breakdown of funding across the instruments, the Commission has put 

forward indicative figures that have to be approved by the Council and Parliament.  

6. The Regulations 

The negotiations between the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission ('the 

Trialog') on the Regulations for EU external action instruments (Heading 4), are on-going. 

With regard to the DCI, the Trialog negotiations have, to date, focused on the contentious 

issues related to 'delegated acts' with respect to the role of the Parliament in setting 

implementation priorities, and in supervising the programming process. The discussions are 

due to progress to the issue of differentiation in September 2013. The Regulations have to 

be approved by both Council and Parliament by the end of the year. 

The two main contentious issues between the European Parliament and the Council on the 

DCI are: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/work-in-progress.html#menuzone
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st12/st12222.en13.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ecofin/138144.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ecofin/138648.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/mff/index_en.cfm#q1
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/mff/commission-proposals-for-the-multiannual-financial-framework-2014-2020/index_en.cfm
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/135344.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/135344.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2013-0078+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-13-583_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2013-0304+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st12/st12602.en13.pdf
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 The scrutiny role of the Parliament (delegated acts) and related to it, the level 

of detail on the scope and priorities of each individual geographic or thematic 

programme to be included in the text and its annexes. The Parliament wants 

as much detail as possible, with a more prominent role for the social sectors: 

human rights, social protection and human development in general. 

 Country differentiation. The press release published by the Development 

Committee after its vote on the regulation, calls for a broader approach, 

pointing to huge poverty and inequality challenges in upper middle-income 

countries (UMICs), which would lose EU bilateral aid under the 

Commission’s plans.  The Development Committee wants to maintain 

country specific cooperation with Colombia, Ecuador and Peru and to 

phase out assistance in a gradual approach, paying special attention to the 

needs of particularly vulnerable population groups in other upgraded 

countries.  

Other noteworthy points raised by the Parliament include the principle of additionality for 

climate finance, the importance of disaster preparedness, and the link between relief, 

rehabilitation and development. 

Note that the same co-decision process and trialog between the Council and Parliament 

applies to the other cooperation instruments under the responsibility of the Foreign Affairs 

Committee. These are the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights, the 

Stability Instrument, the European Neighbourhood Instrument and the Instrument for Pre-

accession. 

7. The 11th European Development Fund 

The EDF Regulation was adopted by the ‘Development’ Foreign Affairs Council on 28 

May 2013, to enable an EU—ACP (African, Caribbean and Pacific group of states) 

agreement at the annual Joint Ministerial meeting (see press release here) on 6 and 7 June. 

The budget for the 11
th

 EDF amounts to €31,589 billion (in current prices) and will be 

delivered in grants (a, b and c) and loans (d): 

a. €24,365 billion for national and regional indicative programmes. 

b. €3,590 billion for intra-ACP and inter-regional cooperation, financing the joint 

institutions and bodies, and the operational costs of the ACP Secretariat. 

c. €1.134 billion for the Investment Facility (European Investment Bank (EIB)). 

d. €2.500 billion in loans from the EIB’s own resources. 

The process of aid allocation is currently underway. During 2012, the Commission and the 

European External Action Service (EEAS) jointly developed an allocation model to be 

applied to both the 11
th

 EDF and the DCI (2014-2020). In July 2013, the model was 

presented to the EDF Committee for approval. The country allocation model aims to 

translate the policy principles and guidelines of the Cotonou Agreement and the Agenda for 

Change into a quantitative model, which is to allocate resources to countries according to 

their needs, performance, country commitment and potential EU impact. The Commission 

has therefore proposed an allocation formula incorporating the following four indicators: 

Gross Domestic Product per capita, Human Asset Index, Environmental Vulnerability 

Index, and the World Governance Indicators. Provisions have also been made for an 

additional qualitative adjustment of the resulting country allocations, based on the 

Commission’s internal assessment of the political context, absorption capacity and 

commitment of the partner country. The Commission is expected to announce the results of 

the country allocation exercise and the respective EDF allocations of ACP countries for the 

next seven years in September 2013.  

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137317.pdf
http://www.acp.int/content/acp-eu-council-ministers-satisfactory-outcome-good-compromise-edf-welcome-somalia
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8. Aid Programming for the period 2014-2020  

The programming process for the two main geographic instruments, the EDF and DCI for 

2014-2020, is also currently underway. Programming is the national (or regional) process of 

consultation between the EU and partner states through which spending priorities are 

determined and the use of the allocated resources is planned. The current programming 

exercise will for the first time aim to implement the EU development policy articulated in 

the Agenda for Change. The process will thus proceed under new programming guidelines.   

The Commission’s approach, set by the Agenda for Change and laid out by the 

programming guidelines, will follow two principles: first, the Commission will align its 

priorities to the national development plans of partner countries. As a result, the EU will 

discontinue the practice of developing a Country Strategy Paper (CSP) for each country that 

receives development assistance. CSPs will only be necessary in cases where the national 

development strategy of the country is judged insufficient or the regional or national 

envelope is larger than €50 million. Second, the multi-annual indicative programme (MIP) 

will concentrate on a maximum of three sectors per country (with the exception of fragile 

states that may need a more flexible approach). 

The programming process will consist of two phases. In the first phase, EU Delegations 

analyse and assess whether the national development plan or strategy could provide the 

basis for the programming of EU aid. Following consultations with relevant stakeholders, 

Delegations submit a proposal for the overall lines of EU response to the country context, 

specifying relevant priority sectors to Headquarters in Brussels. This proposal is 

subsequently assessed, ensuring that the selection of priority sectors is in line with the EU’s 

overall external relations priorities and policy orientations. 

In the second phase, based on the instructions provided jointly by the EEAS and DEVCO, 

the EU Delegation prepares a draft MIP, setting out the proposal for the overall lines of the 

EU response.  

9. EEAS Review 

The EEAS Review was published on 29 July 2013. It is structured around four parts: (i) the 

organisation of the EEAS, (ii) the functioning of the EEAS, (iii) the role of the High 

Representative/Vice President of the Commission (HR/VP), and (iv) the performance 

against targets which focuses on staffing issues. It makes a total of 26 short-term and nine 

medium-term recommendations.  

10. Food and Nutrition Security 

The Commission published the Communication  ‘Enhancing Maternal and Child Nutrition 

in External Assistance: an EU Policy Framework’, in March 2013, accompanied by a Staff 

Working Document on ‘Addressing Undernutrition in Emergencies’. In the same month, it 

also published ‘Boosting food and nutrition security through EU action: implementing our 

commitments’. The Foreign Affairs Council, meeting in May 2013, ‘endorsed’ the 

objectives and strategic priorities of the Communication, as well as the Implementation 

Plan. 

11. Resilience 

In October 2012, the Commission published the Communication ‘The EU approach to 

resilience: learning from food security crises’. The Foreign Affairs Council, meeting in 

May 2013, ‘welcomed’ the Communication, but called for a wider scope: not just food 

security, but conflict, insecurity, weak governance, economic shocks, natural hazards and 

climate change. It laid out 12 principles and seven priorities for action. There will be a 

progress review in 2014. 

http://www.eeas.europa.eu/library/publications/2013/3/2013_eeas_review_en.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st07/st07521.en13.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st07/st07521.en13.pdf
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CC0QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.psp.cz%2Fsqw%2Ftext%2Forig2.sqw%3Fidd%3D175280&ei=6OnwUdeLDerb0QWMo4CIDw&usg=AFQjCNHJwAEV0DAciIBXUAmi9tBfqEPWHg&bvm=bv.49784469,d.d2k
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st08/st08107.en13.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st08/st08107.en13.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st09/st09328.en13.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/st14/st14616.en12.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/st14/st14616.en12.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st09/st09325.en13.pdf
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An Action Plan was published on 17 July; with commentary on the Plan website. 

12. Climate Change 

The Commission published the Communication ‘The 2015 International Climate Change 

Agreement: Shaping international climate policy beyond 2020’, in March 2013, launching a 

consultation which ran until 26 June. The outcome is awaited. 

13. Development aid targets 

In April 2013, the Commission published preliminary data on official development 

assistance (ODA) in 2012. The main findings were summarised as follows: 

 The economic crisis and severe budgetary constraints facing most developed 

countries have impacted global ODA levels negatively, resulting in a nominal 

decrease of more than €8 billion compared to 2011.  

 The EU collective ODA decreased to €55.1 billion from €56.2 billion in 

2011; or from 0.45% to 0.43% of EU gross national income (GNI).  

 The total ODA of the 27 EU Member States alone decreased from 52.8 billion 

to 50.5 billion, or from 0.42 to 0.39% of GNI.  

 Only four Member States increased
1 and seven maintained their ODA levels

2
, 

while 16 Member States reduced their effort.  

 Reaching the target of 0.7% of EU collective GNI by 2015 would require 

almost doubling ODA, which requires very substantial effort by most 

Member States. 

The Foreign Affairs Council adopted Conclusions on this topic on 27 and 28 May.  

14. Financing Poverty Eradication and Sustainable 
Development 

A Commission Communication, ‘Beyond 2015: towards a comprehensive and integrated 

approach to financing poverty eradication and sustainable development’, was published in 

July 2013, accompanied by a four volume staff working paper, the ‘EU Accountability 

Report 2013 on Financing for Development: Review of progress by the EU and its Member 

States’. 

The Accountability Report provides information on different kinds of flows, and reports on 

progress against 40 separate commitments made by the EU. It covers public and private, 

domestic and international finance, with a separate volume on Aid for Trade. The 40 

commitments range across these topics. There are five ‘red’ scores, including for the 

volume of aid, 11 ‘amber’, 22 ‘green’, and two that are ‘not applicable’. The Report 

summarises total flows as per the table below. 

http://capacity4dev.ec.europa.eu/public-fragility/document/action-plan-resilience-crisis-prone-countries
http://www.plan-eu.org/news/action-plan-resilience/
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/international/negotiations/future/docs/com_2013_167_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/international/negotiations/future/docs/com_2013_167_en.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-299_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-299_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-299_en.htm#footnote-1
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-299_en.htm#footnote-2
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st09/st09334.en13.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/development-policies/financing_for_development/documents/financing_for_dev_2013_communication_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/development-policies/financing_for_development/documents/financing_for_dev_2013_communication_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/development-policies/financing_for_development/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/development-policies/financing_for_development/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/development-policies/financing_for_development/index_en.htm
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Source: EU Accountability Report 2013 on Financing for Development: Review of progress by the EU 
and its Member States 

15. Eastern Partnership Summit 

The third Eastern Partnership Summit will take place in Vilnius, Lithuania, on 28 and 29 

November 2013. It will bring the EU Member States together with six Eastern partners: 

Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. The main goal of the 

Eastern Partnership is to create the conditions to accelerate political association and deepen 

economic integration between the EU and the Eastern European partner countries. A 

Communication from May 2012 sets the roadmap toward the summit covering both the 

bilateral and multilateral dimensions of the partnership. The roadmap sets out three main 

objectives for the bilateral dimension: (i) political association and economic integration, (ii) 

enhanced mobility of citizens in a secure and well-managed environment, and (iii) 

strengthened sector cooperation. The same Communication defines the multilateral 

dimension as being designed to support and reinforce the bilateral objectives of the 

Partnership. 

Ukraine may sign an Association Agreement with the EU at this summit; this prospect has 

led to a deterioration of Ukraine’s trade relations with Russia. 

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/development-policies/financing_for_development/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/development-policies/financing_for_development/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/world/enp/docs/2012_enp_pack/e_pship_roadmap_en.pdf
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16. Africa-EU Partnership Summit 

The 4th EU-Africa Summit is due to take place in Brussels in April 2014. The EU-Africa 

Strategic Partnership, established in 2007 in Lisbon, moved the Africa—EU relationship to 

include common interests and strategic objectives, beyond the focus of traditional 

development policy. Since 2007, the Partnership has increased the Africa—EU political 

dialogue and cooperation (including initiatives such as the establishment of the EU 

Delegation to the African Union, and the broadening of the scope of the African Peace 

Facility). 

The Joint Africa-EU Strategy (JAES) has four objectives:  

1. Improving the Africa-EU political partnership.  

2. Promoting:  

 peace, security, democratic governance and human rights;  

 basic freedoms, gender equality;  

 sustainable economic development, including industrialisation;  

 regional and continental integration; and  

 ensuring that all the Millennium Development Goals are met in all 

African countries by 2015.  

3. Effective multilateralism.  

4. A people-centred partnership.  

Preparatory meetings will be held regularly ahead of the summit; such a meeting will take 

place at the end of October 2013 in Brussels. Around the same time (Monday, 28 October), 

the European Think-Tanks Group (ETTG) will hold an informal conference in Brussels 

entitled: Looking Beyond 2013. Are EU-Africa Relations Still Fit for Purpose? The 

conference will be structured around four vital areas for future EU—Africa dialogue and 

relations:  

 Supporting African Private Sector Development. 

 Governance and EU Political Conditionality in Africa. 

 Food Security. 

 Dialogue on Peace and Security Challenges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contributions and commentary on 

many of these topics can be found on 

the European Development 

Cooperation Strengthening 

Programme’s (EDCSP) website: 

www.international-development.eu  

 

http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/african_union/index_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/african_union/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/acp/regional-cooperation/peace/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/acp/regional-cooperation/peace/index_en.htm
http://www.africa-eu-partnership.org/
http://www.ecdpm.org/Web_ECDPM/Web/Content/Navigation.nsf/index2?readform&http://www.ecdpm.org/Web_ECDPM/Web/Content/Content.nsf/0/E124A94138256FE5C1257BAA0047C6B9?OpenDocument
http://www.international-development.eu/
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Annex - Commission actions expected to be adopted: 15/07/2013 - 31/12/2013 

Complete list available at: http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/pdf/forward_programming_2013.pdf 

 

Ref. N° NATURE OF PROPOSAL AND TITLE LEAD 

SERVICE(S)  

ESTIMATED 

DATE OF 

ADOPTION  

POLITICAL MOTIVATIONS AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

CLIMA 

2013/CLIMA/015 Non-legislative proposal – Other initiatives 

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament 

and the Council : Progress towards achieving Kyoto 

objectives 

CLIMA October 2013 Annual report assessing the progress of the EU and its Member States 

towards meeting their commitments under the UNFCCC and the Kyoto 

Protocol. 

2013/CLIMA/016 Legislative proposal – Other initiatives 

• Proposal for a Council Decision on the approval, of the 

Doha Amendment establishing a second commitment 

period to the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change and the joint 

fulfilment of commitments thereunder • Proposal for a 

Decision of the European Parliament and the Council on 

technical issues related to the implementation of the Doha 

Amendment establishing a second commitment period to 

the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change and the joint fulfilment of 

commitments thereunder (tbc) • Staff Working Document 

on technical issues related to the implementation of the 

Doha Amendment establishing a second commitment 

period to the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change and the joint 

fulfilment of commitments thereunder (tbc) 

 

CLIMA November 

2013 

At the Doha climate conference in December 2012 the Parties to the Kyoto 

Protocol adopted the Doha Amendment, which establishes the 2nd 

commitment period to the Kyoto Protocol. Under this 2nd commitment 

period, which runs from 1 January 2013 until 31 December 2020, the EU 

has agreed to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 20% compared to 

base-year missions (mostly 1990). This commitment is in line with the EU’s 

climate and energy package and the EU is already implementing the 

measures necessary to meet this target. The proposals will enable the EU 

and its Member States to formally ratify the Doha Amendment to help 

enable its entry into force. 

http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/pdf/forward_programming_2013.pdf
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Ref. N° NATURE OF PROPOSAL AND TITLE LEAD 

SERVICE(S)  

ESTIMATED 

DATE OF 

ADOPTION  

POLITICAL MOTIVATIONS AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

BUDG/DEVO 

2013/BUDG+/03

0 

Legislative proposal – Other initiatives 

Financial regulation applicable to the 11th European 

Development Fund 

BUDG / 

DEVCO 

September 

2013 

Financial regulation for new EDF 

DEVCO 

2013/DEVCO/01

1 

Legislative proposal – Other initiatives 

Monitoring the Agenda for Change – paving the way for an 

EU results measurement and reporting framework 

DEVCO July 2013 The SWD illustrates the rationale for setting up a result framework for EU 

external assistance, to increase accountability and transparency. Moreover 

it will provide guidance on key objectives and indicators for the 

programming process, namely the preparation of Multiannual Indicative 

Programmes. The SWD will outline the key features of an EU Results 

framework and how it will be implemented, including how to adapt current 

Commissions monitoring and reporting and information management 

systems for results. 

2013/DEVCO/01

2 

Legislative proposal – Other initiatives 

Annual Report 2013 on the European Union's 

development and external assistance policies and their 

implementation in 2012 

DEVCO July 2013 Reporting on the European Union's development and external assistance 

policies and their implementation in 2012 

2013/DEVCO/00

4 

Non-legislative proposal – Other initiatives 

2013 EU Accountability Report 

DEVCO July 2013 The Communication will elaborate an EU view on how to ensure a 

comprehensive and integrated approach to all financing and other means of 

implementation related to various global processes. It will be accompanied 

by the annual Accountability Report monitoring progress on the 

commitments undertaken by the EU and its Member States mainly in the 

context of the Financing for Development process, but taking account of 
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other financing commitments taken in other relevant processes (e.g. 

climate, biodiversity). 

2013/DEVCO/01

7 

Non-legislative proposal – Other initiatives 

Proposal for a COUNCIL DECISION on the position to be 

taken by the European Union within the ACP-EU Council 

of Ministers regarding the revision of Annex IV to the ACP-

EC Partnership Agreement 

DEVCO September 

2013 

The intention behind the proposal is to harmonise the rules of nationality 

and origin to those applicable under the Budget after the foreseen adoption 

of the Common Implementing Regulation. The proposal also aims at 

improving the regime of preferences applicable under Cotonou. 

2013/DEVCO/00

3 

Non-legislative proposal – Other initiatives 

Commission Regulation implementing Council Decision on 

the association of the overseas countries and territories 

with the European Union ('Overseas Association Decision') 

DEVCO 3rd trimester 

2013 

Council Decision on the association of the overseas countries and territories 

with the European Union explicitly confers on the Commission the power to 

adopt the implementing provisions regarding development finance 

cooperation with the overseas countries and territories (“OCTs”). 

Consequently, the proposal for a Commission Regulation will lay down the 

rules for the implementation of the OAD and the detailed procedures for the 

programming, implementation and control of EU financial assistance to the 

OCTs managed by the Commission under the 11th European Development 

Fund (“EDF”). 

2013/DEVCO/00

5 

Non-legislative proposal – Other initiatives 

EU 2013 Report on Policy Coherence for Development 

DEVCO 3rd trimester 

2013 

In the context of biennial PCD reporting by the European Commission on 

progress in implementing art. 208 TFE on Policy Coherence for 

Development, the Report will provide the usual monitoring of all the other 

PCD areas and challenges based on contributions from the different policy 

areas within the European Commission and from Member states’ 

contributions. Moreover, this year’s report will present a more detailed 

analysis of one selected focus area: the role of the private sector for 

inclusive and sustainable growth in developing countries. In this context it 

will highlight relevant recent Commission policy initiatives, notably on trade 

and development, intellectual property rights, investment and good tax 

governance, transparency, country-by-country reporting (CBCR) and 

international aspects of corporate social responsibility (CSR). 
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2012/DEVCO/00

4 

Non-legislative proposal – Other initiatives 

Forest Law Enforcement Governance and Trade (FLEGT) 

Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) Gabon 

DEVCO 4th trimester 

2013 

"The Forest Law Enforcement Governance and Trade (FLEGT) regulation, 

together with a FLEGT Partnership negotiating mandate were adopted by 

the Council and published in December 2005. Negotiation of a FLEGT 

Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) with Gabon. 

2013/DEVCO/00

6 

Non-legislative proposal – Other initiatives 

2013 Report on the implementation of the "EU Plan of 

Action on gender equality and women empowerment in 

development 2012 – 2015" 

DEVCO 4th trimester 

2013 

Its objective is to describe the status of the implementation of the Action 

Plan on gender equality and women empowerment (GEWE) in the EU 

development policy It is drafted by putting together country reports sent by 

Member States and EU Delegations and the Directorate General Europeaid. 

2013/DEVCO/00

9 

Non-legislative proposal – Other initiatives 

Delegated Act for the Implementing Rules laying down 

specific provisions for implementation of the Title III Cross 

Border Cooperation of the ENI regulation. 

DEVCO 4th trimester 

2013 

The Implementing rules will lay down the specific provisions for the 

implementation of the ENI Cross Border Cooperation programmes. They will 

include provisions on: (a) the rate and methods of co-financing; (b) the 

preparation, modification and closure of joint operational programmes; (c) 

the role and function of the programme structures Systems, and conditions 

on the technical and financial management of Union support, including 

eligibility of expenditure; (d) recovery procedures; the monitoring and 

evaluation; (e) the visibility and information activities (f) shared and indirect 

management as referred to in Article 6(2) of the Common Implementing 

Regulation. 

2013/DEVCO/01

6 

Non-legislative proposal – Other initiatives 

Toolkit - A Human Rights Based Approach to EU's 

development cooperation 

DEVCO December 

2013 

As requested by the Council Conclusion of June 2012, and in 

implementation of its endorsed EU Strategic Framework on Human Rights 

and Democracy and its attached Action Plan, the European Commission 

intends to develop a toolkit supporting the integration human rights 

principles into EU operational activities for development (all DAC sectors). 

In line with the second pillar of the adopted Agenda For Change for its 

development policy, the human rights based approach will strengthen the 

EU efforts to assist partner countries in implementing their international 

human rights obligations. 
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EEAS/DEVCO 

2013/EEAS+/011 Non-legislative proposal – Other initiatives 

"EU Strategic framework for the Security and Development 

of the Gulf of Guinea" 

EEAS / 

DEVCO 

26 July 2013 Member States, notably via the Africa Working Group in March, have 

requested the High Repr & the Commission to propose a strategic, 

preventive EU approach to the growing security and development 

challenges to countries along the wider Gulf of Guinea. Strong EU concerns 

include security &fighting piracy and organised criminal trafficking of drugs, 

people, arms etc; and related trade, energy supply, fisheries, environmental 

and other issues. Heads of State of the countries concerned (Mauritania to 

Angola) will approve their own regional strategy in Yaoundé on 24/25 June, 

which the EU's strategy will support and build on. The communication will 

also include a series of indicative general actions that the EU can pursue as 

a contribution to wider efforts involving MS, the countries in the region and 

the rest of the international community. 

EEAS 

2013/EEAS/008 Non-legislative proposal – Other initiatives 

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the 

Framework Agreement on Partnership and Cooperation 

between the European Union and its Member States, of 

the one part, and the Republic of the Philippines, of the 

other part 

EEAS September 

2013 

The PCA with the Philippines was signed in Phnom Penh on 11 July 2012. It 

is currently being ratified by the EU MS. The aim of this proposal is to ratify 

the agreement on behalf of the EU. 

2013/EEAS/009 Non-legislative proposal – Other initiatives 

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the 

Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Partnership 

and Cooperation between the European Union and its 

Member States, of the one part, and the Socialist Republic 

of Viet Nam, of the other part 

EEAS September 

2013 

The PCA with the Vietnam was signed 27 June 2012, in Brussels. It is 

currently being ratified by the EU MS. The aim of this proposal is to ratify the 

agreement on behalf of the EU. 
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TRADE/DEVCO 

2009/TRADE+/02

7 

Legislative proposal – Other initiatives 

COUNCIL DECISION on a Community Position 

concerning a list of Arbitrators for Dispute Settlement 

provided for by the Economic Partnership Agreement 

between CARIFORUM, of the one part, and the European 

Community and its Member States, of the other part 

TRADE / 

DEVCO 

3rd trimester 

2013 

The Economic Partnership Agreement requires the adoption of a list of 

arbitrators. 

2009/TRADE+/03

7 

Legislative proposal – Other initiatives 

COUNCIL DECISION on a Community Position 

concerning a list of Arbitrators for Dispute Settlement 

provided for by the Economic Partnership Agreement 

between the SADC EPA States, of the one part, and the 

European Community and its Member States, of the other 

part 

TRADE / 

DEVCO 

3rd trimester 

2013 

The Economic Partnership Agreement requires the adoption of a list of 

arbitrators. 

 


