
EU Development cooperation: a review of current initiatives 
 
 

 The purpose of this note is to summarise progress on current policy and 

administrative processes related to EU development cooperation. 

 Appendix 1 lists initiatives already undertaken (from 2011) or planned by the 

European Council and Commission. 

 

1. Irish Presidency 

Ireland holds the rotating Presidency of the Council of the European Union from January to 
June 2013. The Presidency Programme – ‘For stability, jobs and growth’ – sets three core 
priorities: 

1. Securing stability (vis a vis the economic and financial crisis) 
2. Investing in sustainable jobs and growth 
3. Europe and the world 

 
Key topics for the Irish EU Presidency include: food, hunger, nutrition, resilience, climate 
change, and post-2015 goals (see relevant entries below). 
 
The third priority ‘Europe and the world’ is defined as follows: ‘Europe must look outside its 
borders and engage with its global partners. Ireland, as Presidency will provide active 
support for the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and the European 
External Action Service in the task of strengthening the EU’s external policy effectiveness 
and coherence, and responding to major foreign policy and security challenges. We will use 
our Presidency in this way to enhance our contribution to the pursuit of peace, democracy 
and prosperity. Ireland also looks forward to representing the EU in addressing global 
challenges including hunger, poverty and climate change. As part of the drive for stability, 
jobs and growth, the Irish Presidency will prioritise bilateral trade agreements with key 
partners…’ 
 
The calendar for all Presidency meetings can be found here: 
http://eu2013.ie/media/eupresidency/styleassets/css/Irish_Presidency_2013_Calendar_Dra
ft_Rolling_-_14_DEC_2012.pdf 
 

 
2. European Parliament committees 

Each European Parliament committee has a diverse workstream. The ‘Work in Progress’ 
links below shows the legislative procedures currently in progress in each committee.  
 

 Development (DEVE) 
o Info on work in progress here:  

http://eu2013.ie/media/eupresidency/content/documents/EU-Pres_Prog_A4.pdf
http://eu2013.ie/media/eupresidency/styleassets/css/Irish_Presidency_2013_Calendar_Draft_Rolling_-_14_DEC_2012.pdf
http://eu2013.ie/media/eupresidency/styleassets/css/Irish_Presidency_2013_Calendar_Draft_Rolling_-_14_DEC_2012.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/home.html
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/work-in-
progress.html#menuzone 

o Examples of current areas of work include: Defining the post-2015 
framework; Local authorities and civil society: Europe's engagement in 
support of sustainable development; and Gendercide: the missing women? 

 

 Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) (covering climate change) 
o Info on work in progress here:  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/work-in-
progress.html#menuzone 

o Example of a current area of work: EU's next steps with a view to preparing 
UNFCCC COP 19. 

 

 International Trade (INTA)  
o Info on work in progress here: 

 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/work-in-
progress.html#menuzone  

o Newsletters here: 
 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/newsletters.html#menuzone  

o Examples of current areas of work include: Trade between the Community 
and third countries in drug precursors; and Reinstatement of 
Myanmar/Burma's access to generalized tariff preferences. 

 
 

3. The MFF 

Negotiations on the overall level of the EU budget for the seven-year period and the 
allocation between budget headings, are ongoing.  A decision is expected at the 7-8 
February European Summit.   
 
 

4. The Regulations  

The European Parliament has approved its positions on the regulations of the financial 
instruments and the negotiations on the regulations for Heading 4 are currently taking place 
between the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission ('the Trialog'). However, 
with regards to the Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI), the Trialog negotiations 
have come to a standstill because of contentious discussions on 'delegated acts' with 
respect to the role of the European Parliament in setting implementation priorities and in 
supervising the programming process. The discussions have not even progressed to the 
issue of differentiation.  It is unlikely that legal bases of the instruments will be adopted 
before mid-2013 or even before the autumn.  

The two main contentious issues between the EP and the Council on the DCI are: 

 The scrutiny role of the Parliament (delegated acts) and related to it, the level of 
detail on the scope and priorities of each individual geographic or thematic 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/work-in-progress.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/work-in-progress.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/work-in-progress.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/work-in-progress.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/work-in-progress.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/work-in-progress.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/newsletters.html#menuzone
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programme to be included in the text and its annexes – the EP wants as much detail 
as possible with a more prominent role for the social sectors, human rights, social 
protection and human development in general; 

 Country differentiation.  The press release published by the Development 
Committee after its vote on the regulation calls for a broader approach, pointing to 
 huge poverty and inequality challenges in "upper middle-income countries", which 
would lose EU bilateral aid under the EC's plans.  The Development 
Committee wants to maintain EC country specific cooperation with Colombia, 
Ecuador and Peru and to phase out assistance through a gradual approach, paying 
special attention to the needs of particularly vulnerable population groups in other 
upgraded countries.  

Other interesting points raised by the Parliament include the principle of additionality for 
climate finance and the importance of disaster preparedness and the link between relief, 
rehabilitation and development. 
 
Note that the same co-decision process and trialog between the Council and Parliament 
applies to the other cooperation instruments under the responsibility of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee.  These are the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights, the 
Stability Instrument, the European Neighbourhood Instrument and the Instrument for Pre-
accession. 
 
 

5. Aid Programming for the period 2014-2020   

As a result of differentiation, no programming process will take place in the 19 Asian and 
Latin American countries on the list.  The launch of the programming process has been 
postponed in around 20 ACP MICs until a final decision is taken on how differentiation will 
apply to the group. 
 
The EC's approach, set out in the Agenda for Change, will follow two principles:  Firstly, the 
EC will align its priorities to partner country’s own national development plans. As a result 
the EU will discontinue the practice of developing a Country Strategy Paper (CSP) for each 
country receiving development assistance.  CSPs will not be necessary in cases where the 
national development strategy of the country is judged sufficient or a joint EU 
strategy/cooperation framework exists for the country or the regional or national envelope 
is lower than €50 million.  Secondly, the multi-annual indicative programme (MIP) will 
concentrate on a maximum of 3 sectors per country (with the exception of fragile states 
that may need a more flexible approach). 
 
Phase 1: analysis of national development strategies and identification of EU response 
On 16 May 2012, the EC sent EU Delegations a set of guidelines regarding in-country 
programming under the EDF and the DCI.  In countries eligible for bilateral aid, the first 
phase of the process comprises the analysis of the national development plan and the 
outline of the EU response with a proposal for a maximum of 3 priority sectors. This first 
phase is supposed to take place in consultation with the partner government, national 
parliament, CSOs and private sector, EU MS and other donors. Priority sectors should be in 
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line with the broad objectives of the Agenda for Change.  Note that priority sectors of 
cooperation for each region will be included in the annexes of the legal basis of the DCI that 
have to be approved by the Council and the Parliament.    
 
Phase 2:  regional consultation seminars on priorities and definition of budget allocations for 
sectorial priorities  
During phase two (end 2012 - beginning 2013), regional consultation seminars may be 
organised and draft MIPs will be drawn up indicating sectors and financial allocations. 
 
For the geographic instruments and the indicative programmes of the countries covered by 
the DCI and the EDF, the process is at the end of phase one with DG DEVCO and the EEAS 
reviewing the proposals from EU delegations for the three priority sectors. 
 
The timeline: 
 

Date Country-Level Programming Discussions on legal 
instruments 

Before 30 
September 
2012 

Analysis of national development plans and 
decision on country priorities, in 
consultation with civil society 

European Parliament and 
Member States formulate 
their positions on the DCI 

Between 
December 2012 
and February 
2013 

Preparation of the first draft of the multi-
annual indicative programme (MIP), 
indicating sectors, short sector analysis, 
justification, objectives, expected results, 
indicators, financial allocations 

Negotiations between the 
European Parliament and 
Member States to 
consolidate their positions 
on the DCI 

March to June 
2013 

Finalisation of MIPs, including 
consultations with the Government, EU 
Member States, European Investment bank 
and other donors 

End 2013 Formulation of projects and programmes Approval of the 
Multiannual Financial 
Framework, including 
financing and the DCI as 
well as the MIPs 

1 January 2014 Implementation of new programmes   

 
 

6. EEAS Review 
 
According to the Council decision that created the European External Action Service (EEAS) 
in 2010, the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Vice-President of 
the European Commission (HR/VP) should provide a review of the organisation and 
functioning of the EEAS by mid-2013. The review will offer an important first opportunity to 
assess its strengths and weaknesses, to address some of its shortcomings, and to give a new 
impetus to its further development.   
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The legal basis of the review stipulates that the High Representative should provide the 
review.  Given the potential scope and implications of this review, the EEAS Corporate Board 
and the High Representative’s Cabinet are likely to retain a strong hold on the 
planning, structuring and the drafting of the report including any findings, conclusions 
and recommendations of the review. 
 
Estimated timeline and process: 
 

 
Source: ECDPM (2012) 'Gearing up for the 2013 EEAS Review', Briefing Note 44 

 
  

7. Resilience 

 A Commission Communication on Resilience, entitled ‘The EU Approach to Resilience: 
Learning from Food Security Crises’ was published on 3 October (see here), and presented in 
the opening plenary of the European Development Days, held in Brussels, on 16 October 
(see here). Council Conclusions are being prepared under the leadership of the Irish 
Presidency. An Action Plan is also in preparation. There has been commentary on the 
Communication, for example from ODI (see here) and ECDPM (see here and here). 
 
 

8. Post-2015 goals 

A Consultation on a post-2015 development framework was held between June and 
September 2012 (see here), with a report published in November 2012 (here).  A 
Commission Communication on post-2015 development goals is expected in January 2013. 
The Irish presidency will be holding an informal ministerial in mid-February on the topic, and 
hopes to agree Council Conclusions at the Foreign Affairs Council on 28 May. Meanwhile, 
Commissioner Piebalgs is a member of the UN Secretary General’s High Level Panel on the 
post-2015 framework, expected to report in the summer of 2013. The European Report on 
Development 2012-13 will deal with this topic, and is expected to be published on 9 April 
2013 (see here). A Commission website on the post-2015 pathway is here. There is 
obviously a great deal of activity and commentary related to this topic. A good source is the 
post-2015 website, here. 
 
 
 
  

9. Sustainable Energy for All 

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/food-security/documents/20121003-comm_en.pdf
http://live.eudevdays.eu/live?channel_id=1008612
http://internationaldevelopmenteu.files.wordpress.com/2013/01/edcsp-opinion-22.pdf
http://www.ecdpm-talkingpoints.org/resilience-in-eu-international-cooperation-a-new-fad/
http://www.ecdpm.org/Web_ECDPM/Web/Content/Navigation.nsf/index2?readform&http://www.ecdpm.org/Web_ECDPM/Web/Content/Content.nsf/0/272FC8D6E5116712C1257AEF00574421?OpenDocument
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/how/public-consultations/towards_post-2015-development-framework_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/millenium-development-goals/documents/12-12-06_report-final.pdf
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/beyond2015.shtml
http://www.erd-report.eu/erd/report_2012/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/millenium-development-goals/post-2015_en.htm
http://post2015.org/
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The Commission took an active part in the UN’s initiative on Sustainable Energy for All, and 
organised a Summit in Brussels on 16 April 2012. Various initiatives have been taken, 
including on renewable energy (see here). The website was last updated in July 2012. EC 
made some commitments on SE4All in the shape of the “Energizing Development Initiative” 
which includes the launch of a new technical assistance facility with the goal of helping 
extend access to 500 million people by 2030 (see here). Speaking in October 2012, 
Commissioner Piebalgs said: “An EU technical assistance facility of 65 million Euro is already 
in place and we intend to mobilise at minimum 400 million Euros for energy-related actions 
in African countries, all over the next 2 years, and this through leveraged innovative 
financial instruments that should result in concrete investments of 4-8 billion Euros on the 
ground.” (see here). 
  
  

10. Sustainable Development Goals and Rio task force 

A consultation on EU follow-up to Rio + 20 was held between 16 October and 15 January 
(see here). A Communication is promised for the first half of 2015. An internal task force 
(details to be added). Meanwhile the UN Open Working Group on Sustainable Development 
Goals was finally established on 22 January. For detail, see here.   
 
  

11. Climate and Development 

 Details of EU climate-related activities can be found on the website of DG Clima (see here).  
 
  

12. Food and Nutrition 

A Commission Communication is expected in February 2013. The Irish Presidency expects to 
pilot Council Conclusions through the FAC in the first half of 2013. The Irish Presidency 
Conference on ‘Hunger – Nutrition – Climate Justice: Making Connections for a More 
Sustainable World’ will be held on 15-16 April 2013.  
 
  

13. Latin America summit 

The 7th EU-LAC Summit (now called the EU-CELAC Summit) was held on 26-27 January 2013 
in Chile. These summits take place biennially, the last one was held in Spain in 2010. The 
first in 1999 established a strategic bi-regional partnership. The theme of the summit this 
year was: ‘an Alliance for Sustainable Development to Promote Investments of Social and 
Environmental Quality’. At the summit, the EU-CELAC action plan (2013-2015) was agreed, 
building on the EU-LAC Madrid Summit 2010 action plan.  
 
The Action Plan identifies the following focus areas: 

 Science, research, innovation and technology; 

 Sustainable development; environment; climate change; biodiversity; energy; 

 Regional integration and interconnectivity to promote social inclusion and cohesion; 

 Migration; 

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/energy/sustainable/index_en.htm
http://www.sustainableenergyforall.org/actions-commitments/country-level-actions/item/59-european-commission-commitment
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-12-638_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/rio20_en.htm
http://uncsd.iisd.org/news/un-general-assembly-decides-to-establish-owg-on-sdgs-agrees-on-membership/
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/energy/sustainable/index_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/la/summits/2013/index_en.htm
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/135043.pdf
http://www.eeas.europa.eu/la/previous_summits/madrid_2010_summit/index_en.htm
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 Education and employment to promote social inclusion and cohesion; 

 The world drug problem; 

 Gender; 

 Investments and entrepreneurship for sustainable development. 
 
More general info available at: http://eeas.europa.eu/la/index_en.htm  

 
 

14. EU-Africa Summit  

The 4th EU-Africa Summit is planned for 2014 in Brussels. The EU-Africa Strategic 
Partnership established in 2007 in Lisbon moved the Africa-EU relationship to include 
common interests and strategic objectives, beyond the focus of traditional development 
policy. Since 2007, the Partnership has increased the Africa-EU political dialogue and 
cooperation (including initiatives such as: the establishment of the EU Delegation to the 
African Union, and the broadening of the scope of the African Peace Facility).  
 
The Joint Africa-EU Strategy (JAES) has four objectives: 

1. Improving the Africa-EU political partnership 
2. Promoting:  

o peace, security, democratic governance and human rights 
o basic freedoms, gender equality  
o sustainable economic development, including industrialisation  
o regional and continental integration  
o ensuring that all the Millennium Development Goals are met in all African 

countries by 2015 
3. Effective multilateralism 
4. A people-centred partnership 

 
More information:  

 2nd Action Plan (2011-2013) was adopted at the last Africa-EU Summit (2010 in 
Libya). The Summit also adopted the Tripoli declaration. This plan builds up on 
experience gained from the 1st Action Plan (2008-2010). 

 http://www.africa-eu-partnership.org/ 

 http://www.ecdpm-talkingpoints.org/eu-africa-relations-whats-in-store-for-2013/ 
 
 

15. Asia Summit 
 

The 9th Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) took place in Laos in November 2012 under the theme 
‘Friends for Peace, Partners for Prosperity’. The meeting covered: 

- Economic and financial issues 

- Global issues (including the fight against terrorism, piracy at sea and the proliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction. Energy security, water resources management and 
food security) 

- Regional issues (Korean peninsula, the Iranian nuclear issue, Syria, Burma/Myanmar.  

http://eeas.europa.eu/la/index_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/african_union/index_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/african_union/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/acp/regional-cooperation/peace/index_en.htm
http://www.africa-eu-partnership.org/sites/default/files/eas2007_joint_strategy_en.pdf
http://www.africa-eu-partnership.org/sites/default/files/doc_jaes_action_plan_2011_13_en.pdf
http://www.africa-eu-partnership.org/node/398
http://www.africa-eu-partnership.org/sites/default/files/doc_tripoli_declaration_en.pdf
http://www.africa-eu-partnership.org/sites/default/files/eas2007_action_plan_2008_2010_en_6.pdf
http://www.africa-eu-partnership.org/
http://www.ecdpm-talkingpoints.org/eu-africa-relations-whats-in-store-for-2013/
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-12-819_en.htm?locale=en
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- Social and cultural cooperation (people-to-people contacts, promotion of human 
rights, education, cultural cooperation and migration). 

 
ASEM was initiated in 1996 as a platform for enabling policy dialogue between Europe and 
Asia on political, economic, social and cultural issues. ASEM Summits occur every two years. 
ASEM Work Program for 2012 – 2014 

 
_______________ 

 

http://www.asem9.la/files/files/Draft%20ASEM%20Work%20Program%20for%202012-2014%20revised%20asof%2015Nov_12.pdf


 

Appendix 1 – List of Commission Actions Adopted since 2011 or expected to be adopted in 2013 
 

Commission Actions Adopted in 20111 

Legislative Proposals 

Commission Work Programme  

2011/DEVC
O+/00 
4 

Regulations establishing future financial 
instruments in the area of external actions 

DEVCO / 
ELARG / 
FPI 
/ EEAS 

This initiative will include a communication "The EU as a global player" and the proposals for 
regulations for the following financial instruments in the area of external actions under the 
next multiannual financial framework 2014-2020: • the Instrument for Pre-Accession 
assistance (IPA) • the European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI) • the Development 
Cooperation Instrument (DCI) • the Partnership Instrument (PI) • the Instrument for Nuclear 
Safety Cooperation (INSC) • the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights 
(EIDHR) • the Instrument for Stability (IfS) • Financial instrument for Greenland • the 
proposal for the 11th EDF (financial annex to Cotonou Agreement and Internal Agreement) 

2010/ECFIN
+/046 

Commission proposal for a Framework 
Regulation on EU Macro-Financial Assistance to 
third countries. 
 
Adopted. See press release here 
 

ECFIN / 
BUDG / 
DEVCO / 
ELARG / SJ 

Framework regulation on macro-financial assistance to third countries under the Lisbon 
Treaty in order to make the approval and disbursement process more time efficient 

2010/TRAD
E/019 

Regulation applying the scheme of generalised 
tariff preferences 

TRADE Successor Regulation ensuring preferences for developing countries 

2010/TRAD
E/009 

Regulation of the European Parliament and 
Council adapting the rules for the adoption of 
implementing measures in the common 
commercial policy 

TRADE The Commission proposal is intended to make a number of changes to the rules for the 
adoption of implementing measures in the field of the Common Commercial Policy. These 
changes are linked to the entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon which has introduced the 
ordinary legislative procedure in the field of common commercial policy, and a revised 
system for the adoption of implementing acts. The proposal would imply the revision of a 
number of acts in the common commercial policy. 

                                                           
1
 Available from  http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/pdf/execution_report_2011.pdf  

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-11-828_en.htm?locale=EN
http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/pdf/execution_report_2011.pdf
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Simplification Rolling Programme 

Other Initiatives 

2010/DEVC
O/008 

(1) Proposal for a Council Decision on the 
conclusion of the Voluntary Partnership 
Agreement between the European Union and 
the Republic of Liberia on forest law 
enforcement, governance and trade in timber 
products to the European Union  
(2) Proposal for a Council Decision on the 
signing, on behalf of the Union of the Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement between the European 
Union and the Republic of Liberia on forest law 
enforcement, governance and trade in timber 
products to the European Union 

DEVCO The Forest Law Enforcement Governance and Trade (FLEGT) regulation, together with a 
FLEGT Partnership negotiating mandate were adopted by the Council and published in 
December 2005. Negotiation of a FLEGT Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) with Liberia. 

2011/DEVC
O+/00 
2 

Proposal for a Council decision regarding the 
EU accession to the International Cotton 
Advisory Committee (ICAC) 

DEVCO / 
AGRI / 
TRADE 

The objective is for EU to accede to ICAC, which is to date among the few International 
Commodity Bodies where the EU is not a member. ICAC's mission is to assist governments in 
fostering a healthy world cotton economy, by providing transparency to the world cotton 
market, by serving as a clearinghouse for technical information on cotton production and by 
serving as a forum for discussion of cotton issues of international significance. Accession will 
allow the EU to express its views on cotton with a single voice in the appropriate ICB, will 
provide the EU access to information on cotton issues and will facilitate linkages and 
partnerships between the EU private sector, cotton producers (from developing countries), 
and public authorities. 

2011/TRAD
E/008 

COUNCIL DECISION establishing the EU position 
within the General Council of the World Trade 
Organization on the accession of the Republic 
of Vanuatu to the World Trade Organization 

TRADE The Council Decision aims at approving the terms of Vanuatu's accession to WTO before the 
EU can formally support Vanuatu's entry. 

2011/TRAD
E/028 

Regulation of the European Parliament and of 
the Council amending Annex I of Council 
Regulation (EC) 1528/2007 of 20 Dec-07 

TRADE The initiative entails amendment of Annex I of the Regulation containing ACP countries that 
concluded negotiations on an EPA. The amendment would remove from Annex I those ACP 
States that since 2007 have not taken the necessary steps towards ratification of an EPA nor 
concluded comprehensive regional negotiations. The main aim of this amendment is to 
implement the Regulation, thus putting EPA market access on a sound legal basis and 
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implementing the EU's external trade policy vis-à-vis ACP countries. 

2011/TRAD
E/003 

Proposal for a Regulation implementing the 
safeguard clause of the EU-Andean trade 
agreement 

TRADE The implementation of the agreement in the field of trade safeguards requires a regulation 
adopted in co-decision 

2011/EEAS/
016 

Proposal for a Council Decision extending the 
period of application of the measures in 
Decision 2007/641/EC concluding consultations 
with the Republic of Fiji Islands under Article 96 
of the ACP-EC Partnership Agreement and 
Article 37 of the Development Cooperation 
Instrument 

EEAS Council Decision of 21/09/2010 extended for 6 months the period of application of measures 
established in Decision 2007/641/EC concluding consultations with Fiji Islands. The present 
Council Decision expires 31/03/2011. It is therefore suggested to extend or modify the 
period of application of the appropriate measures for the Republic of Fiji Islands. 

Non-Legislative Proposals 

Commission work programme – Strategic Initiatives 

2011/DEVC
O+/00 
3 

Communication from the Commission to the 
European Parliament, the Council, the 
European Economic and Social Committee and 
the Committee of the Regions - EU  
Development Policy "An agenda for change: 
Increasing the impact of EU Development 
Policy" 

DEVCO / 
EEAS 

This initiative will lay down new policy guidelines on development. It will build on the results 
of the consultation launched with the Green Paper on EU development policy in support of 
inclusive and sustainable growth as well as on the other elements such as the green paper on 
the future of EU budget support to third countries. Therefore it will be accompanied by a 
Communication on Budget support. 

2010/TRAD
E/023 

Report on trade and investment barriers in 
third countries 

TRADE The report will identify barriers which European companies encounter when they want to 
export to or invest in third countries. It will develop strategies to remove such barriers by 
using the whole range of trade policy tools. This report will be part of the Commission's 
Future Trade Strategy as set out in the Europe 2020 Communication and is embedded in the 
Commission's Market Access Strategy Global Europe of April 2007. 

Other Initiatives 

2009/DEVC
O+/03 
4 

Commission Staff Working Document 
"Implementation Plan of the EU Strategy for 
supporting Disaster Risk Reduction in 
Developing Countries 2011-2014" 

DEVCO / 
ECHO / 
ENV 

In the Council Conclusions dated 18/05/2009 concerning the Communication 'EU strategy for 
supporting Disaster Risk Reduction in Developing Countries', the Council requested from the 
Commission the preparation, in close cooperation with Member States, of an 
Implementation Plan clarifying key actions, responsibilities, main instruments and 
sequencing of implementation for the priorities mentioned in paragraphs 8 to 10 of the 



12 
 

above mentioned Council Conclusions. In 2012, the Implementation Plan will be reviewed 
and adapted as appropriate. 

2011/DEVC
O/017 

Commission Staff Working Document "EU 
Position in view of the Fourth United Nations 
Conference on the Least Developed Countries, 
9-13 May 2011" 

DEVCO Contribute to a consolidated EU position ahead of the United Nations Least Developed 
Countries Conference (LDC IV). Reiteration of EU policies as relevant to LDC IV conference 

2011/DEVC
O/008 

Report of the Commission to the European 
Parliament, the Council, the Economic and 
Social Committee and the Committee of the 
Regions – Enhancing EU Accountability on 
Financing for Development towards the EU 
Official Development Assistance Peer Review 
 
See Commission Communication here 
 

DEVCO This initiative is needed to ensure the yearly accountability reporting to the European 
Council. It will build on EU progress on MDGs, Financing for Development, Aid effectiveness, 
Aid for Trade and also encompass the update of the 2010-2013 Policy Coherence for 
Development Work Programme. 

2011/DEVC
O/001 

Proposal for a Council Decisions (1) on the 
signing of a Voluntary Partnership Agreement 
between the European Union and the Central 
African Republic on forest law enforcement, 
governance and trade in timber and derived 
products to the European Union (FLEGT) & (2) 
on the conclusion of a Voluntary Partnership 
Agreement between the European Union and 
the Central African Republic on forest law 
enforcement, governance and trade in timber 
and derived products to the European Union 
(FLEGT) 

DEVCO The Forest Law Enforcement Governance and Trade (FLEGT) regulation, together with a 
FLEGT Partnership negotiating mandate were adopted by the Council and published in 
December 2005. Negotiation of a FLEGT Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) with Central 
African Republic 

2011/DEVC
O/005 

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the 
conclusion of the Agreement amending for the 
second time the Partnership Agreement 
between the members of the African, 
Caribbean and Pacific Group of States, of the 
one part, and the European Community and its 

DEVCO The revision addresses the increased trend towards regionalisation, notably as reflected by 
the emergence of the African Union as key interlocutor for pan-African issues and takes into 
account the Economic Partnership Agreements and further streamlines and simplifies the 
Agreement and the modalities for implementation. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0218:FIN:EN:PDF
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Member States, of the other part, signed in 
Cotonou on 23 June 2000, as first amended in 
Luxembourg on 25 June 2005 
 
Amended. See summary of treaty here 
 

2011/DEVC
O/016 

EU Position in view of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development XIII 
Conference (April 2012) 

DEVCO The objective of the Commission services working paper is to review the theme and sub-
themes of UNCTAD XIII Conference (Doha, April 2012), agree on the EU objectives, highlight 
the red lines and reiterate the EU policies as relevant to UNCTAD XIII Conference. 

2011/DEVC
O/015 

Communication "Preparation of the EU position 
for the 4th High Level Forum on Aid 
Effectiveness" 

DEVCO The Communication will prepare the EU position in view of the High Level Forum on Aid 
Effectiveness in Busan, which will take place from 29th November - 1st 01/12/11 

2010/DEVC
O/007 

Staff Working Document 10th EDF performance 
review 

DEVCO This initiative is linked to the Budget Review, in particular regarding external action 
instruments, and will feed the discussions on the future financial perspectives. This 
communication will contribute to a decision on the amount of the financial cooperation after 
2013 and on the possible release of decommitments from previous EDF. 

2011/DEVC
O+/011 

Communication on Budget Support 
 
See Council Conclusions here 

DEVCO/EE
AS 

The informed and wide consultation that has been carried out from October 2010 on the 
basis of the Green Paper on Budget Support (COM(2010)586), is expected to provide 
evidence and suggestions on ways to improve the acceptability, the relevance and the 
effectiveness of its use in achieving development results. The consultation and the work on-
going with the Member States will bring recommendations on a more coordinated EU 
budget support. All these elements will be combined in a Communication that will reflect a 
strong European consensus on budget support and will further strengthen the Commission 
approach to budget support thereby reinforcing an essential element of the aid effectiveness 
agenda. 

2010/DEVC
O+/011 

Migration and Mobility for Development: a 
migrant centred approach 
 
See Commission Communication here 

DEVCO / 
HOME 

Migration and Development is one of the three of pillars of the EU Global Approach to 
Migration. Earlier communications on this subject were released in December 2002 
(COM(2002)703) and September 2005 (COM(2005)390). The intention of this new document 
is to take stock of progress made since 2005, and to establish renewed priorities and 
orientations on the subject of migration and development in the light of (a) the Stockholm 
programme 2010-2014 (b) the 2010 EU-Africa Summit and (c) the PCD Work Programme 
2010-2013. 

2011/DEVC Report from the Commission to Council on the DEVCO As required in the Council Conclusions of 14 June 2010, a first report on the implementation 

http://ec.europa.eu/world/agreements/prepareCreateTreatiesWorkspace/treatiesGeneralData.do?step=0&redirect=true&treatyId=8704
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/130241.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/news/intro/docs/1_EN_ACT_part1_v9.pdf
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O/014 implementation of the Gender Equality Action 
Plan 2010-2015 
 
See the first report on the implementation here 
 

of the Gender Equality Action Plan is due in 2011. 

2011/DEVC
O/007 
 

Report on the implementation and up-date 
of the Policy Coherence for Development 
(PCD) work program 2010-2013 
 
See the Council Conclusions here 
 

DEVCO The third EU PCD report will assess progress in enhancing PCD in five key policy areas: trade 
& finance; food security; climate change; migration and security. 

2011/DEVC
O+/00 4 

Regulations establishing future financial 
instruments in the area of external actions 

DEVCO / 
ELARG / 
FPI 
/ EEAS 

This initiative will include a communication "The EU as a global player" and the proposals for 
regulations for the following financial instruments in the area of external actions under the 
next multiannual financial framework 2014-2020: • the Instrument for Pre-Accession 
assistance (IPA) • the European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI) • the Development 
Cooperation Instrument (DCI) • the Partnership Instrument (PI) • the Instrument for Nuclear 
Safety Cooperation (INSC) • the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights 
(EIDHR) • the Instrument for Stability (IfS) • Financial instrument for Greenland • the 
proposal for the 11th EDF (financial annex to Cotonou Agreement and Internal 
Agreement) 

2011/ECHO
/007 

Annual report on the European Union's 
Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection policies 
and their implementation in 2010 

ECHO / 
ENV 

Mandatory report - Council regulation 1257/96 

2011/ECHO
/004 

Commission Report to the European Parliament 
and the Council on the Evaluation of EU Civil 
Protection Actions 
 
See Council Conclusions here  

ECHO The Community Civil Protection Mechanism aims to facilitate reinforced cooperation 
between the EU and the Member States in civil protection assistance interventions in the 
event of major emergencies, or the imminent threat thereof. The Financial Instrument aims 
to support and complement the efforts of the Member States for the protection of people, 
environment and property in the event of natural and man-made disasters and to facilitate 
reinforced cooperation between the Member States in the field of civil protection. The 
Commission is required to evaluate the Mechanism and the Financial Instrument and inform 
the European Parliament and the Council accordingly. The evaluation will also cover recent 
pilot projects and preparatory actions in the field of civil protection. 

2010/AGRI+ Proposal for a Council decision on the AGRI / The EU and the Palestinian Authority have agreed to temporarily provide unlimited duty free 

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/11/st17/st17880.en11.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/130225.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/jha/129809.pdf
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/043 conclusion of an Agreement in the form of an 
Exchange of Letters between the European 
Union, of the one part, and the Palestinian 
authority of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, 
of the other part, providing further 
liberalisation of agricultural products, 
processed 
agricultural products and fish and fishery 
products and temporarily amending the Euro-
Mediterranean Interim Association Agreement 
on trade and cooperation between the 
European Community, of the one part, and the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) for the 
benefit of the Palestinian Authority of the West 
Bank 
and the Gaza Strip, of the other part 

ENTR / 
TRADE 

market access for imports into the EU of agricultural, processed agricultural products and 
fish and fishery products of Palestinian origin. The temporary amendments shall apply for a 
period of 10 years from the entry into force of this Agreement. However, depending on the 
future economic development of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, a possible extension for an 
additional period is envisaged. 

2010/TRAD
E/040 

Recommendation from the Commission to the 
Council on the modification of negotiating 
directives for the EU-India negotiations towards 
a Free Trade Agreement in order to authorise 
the Commission to negotiate, on behalf of the 
Union, on investment protection. 

TRADE Following entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty which confers to the EU an exclusive 
competence on foreign direct investment, the EU will seek to obtain from our trading 
partners the best possible standards of protection for EU investors and investments, to 
ensure that they are able to operate in a stable, fair and predictable environment. The 
ongoing negotiations with India are considered to present a valuable opportunity to improve 
the potential benefits of future agreements by broadening the existing scope of negotiations 
on investment. The proposed modifications are therefore intended to authorise the 
Commission to engage in comprehensive negotiations on investment, covering investment 
protection with this partner. 

2010/TRAD
E/039 

Recommendation from the Commission to the 
Council on the modification of negotiating 
directives for the EU-India negotiations towards 
Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement 
in order to authorise the Commission to 
negotiate, on behalf of the Union, on 
investment protection. 

TRADE Following entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty which confers to the EU an exclusive 
competence on foreign direct investment, the EU will seek to obtain from our trading 
partners the best possible standards of protection for EU investors and investments, to 
ensure that they are able to operate in a stable, fair and predictable environment. The on-
going negotiations with India are considered to present a valuable opportunity to improve 
the potential benefits of future agreements by broadening the existing scope of negotiations 
on investment. The proposed modifications are therefore intended to authorise the 
Commission to engage in comprehensive negotiations on investment, covering investment 
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protection with this partner. 

2011/TRAD
E+/02 
3 

Commission Regulation amending Regulation 
(EC) No 1418/2007 concerning the export for 
recovery of certain waste to certain non-OECD 
countries 

TRADE / 
ENV 

Regulation sets out the procedures that certain non-OECD countries have requested to apply 
to imports on non-hazardous waste from the EU 

2010/TRAD
E/020 

Decisions for authorisation of signature and 
conclusion of the Trade Agreement between 
the EU, Colombia and Peru 

TRADE Commission will present two proposals for council decision, one on authorization of 
signature of the Agreement, a second on conclusion of the Agreement requiring EP assent 
Decision on authorizing signature will also authorize provisional application in case of mixed 
agreement 

2010/TRAD
E/021 

Proposal for a Regulation implementing the 
safeguard clause of the trade part of the EU-
Central America AA 

TRADE The implementation of the agreement in the field of trade safeguards requires a regulation 
adopted in co-decision 

2010/TRAD
E/012 

Recommendation for negotiating directives to 
upgrade the Euro-Mediterranean Association 
Agreements with Egypt, Jordan, Morocco and 
Tunisia with a view to establishing deep and 
comprehensive free trade areas. 

TRADE As part of the implementation of the Joint Commission/HR Communications on the Southern 
Mediterranean of March and on the review of the European Neighbourhood Policy of May as 
well as the Foreign Affairs Council conclusions on 20 June, the negotiating directives will 
allow the Commission to negotiate a agreements with Egypt, Jordan, Morocco and Tunisia 
which will upgrade the content on the current Euro-Mediterranean Association Agreements 
in trade related regulatory matters, such as technical barriers to trade, sanitary and 
phytosanitary measures, trade facilitation and customs, intellectual property rights,  
competition, public procurement, regulatory aspects of trade in services or trade and 
sustainable development. 

2011/TRAD
E+/03 
1 

COUNCIL DECISION authorising the signature 
and provisional application of the trade part 
(Part IV) of the Agreement establishing an 
Association between the European Union and 
its Member States, on the one hand, and 
Central America on the other - COUNCIL 
DECISION on the conclusion of the Agreement 
establishing an Association between the 
European Union and its Member States, on the 
one hand, and Central America on the other 

TRADE / SJ 
/ EEAS 

Commission will present two proposals for Council decision, one on authorization of 
signature and provisional application of the Agreement, a second on conclusion of the 
Agreement 

2011/TRAD
E/033 

Commission proposal for a Council Decision 
authorising the Commission to take position on 

TRADE The objective of this initiative is to streamline the EU-internal decision making process on the 
adoption of certain waivers by the WTO General Council – the proposal provides that the 
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behalf of the European Union within the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) as regards the 
requests under Article IX of the Marrakesh 
agreement establishing the World Trade 
organisation (the WTO Agreement) for granting 
and/ or extending of certain waivers 

Council authorises the Commission to take position on behalf of the European Union within 
the WTO as regards the requests under Article IX of the WTO Agreement for granting and/or 
extending certain waivers, provided certain conditions are met. 

2011/TRAD
E/032 

Commission Decision on the beneficiary 
countries which qualify for the special incentive 
arrangement for sustainable development and 
good governance for the period from 1 January 
2012, as provided in Council Regulation (EC) No 
732/2008 

TRADE According to Article 9(a)(iii) of Council Regulation (EC) No 732/2008 of 22 July 2008 applying 
a scheme of generalised tariff preferences from 1 January 2009 and amending Regulations 
(EC) No 552/97, (EC) No 1933/2006 and Commission Regulations (EC) No 1100/2006 and (EC) 
No 964/2007, if a country has made a request by 31 October 20011, the special incentive 
arrangement for sustainable development and good governance may be granted as from 1 
January 2012 

2011/CLIMA
/010 

REPORT FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL 
PROGRESS TOWARDS ACHIEVING THE KYOTO 
OBJECTIVES (required under Article 5 of 
Decision 280/2004/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council concerning a 
mechanism for monitoring Community 
greenhouse gas emissions and for 
implementing the Kyoto Protocol) 

CLIMA Annual Report from the Commission assessing progress towards reaching the Kyoto targets. 
It includes data on actual GHG emissions as well as GHG projections at EU and MS levels. 

2011/SG+/0
18 

Joint Communication to the European 
Parliament, the Council, the European 
economic and social Committee and the 
Committee of the Regions - A partnership for 
democracy and prosperity with the southern 
Mediterranean 

SG/EEAS On 23 February, the College decided that a joint HR/Commission Communication on the 
Mediterranean would be prepared with a view to adoption on 08 March. It will cover 
enhanced EU engagement with its southern Mediterranean partners - A Partnership for 
Democracy and Shared Prosperity - which responds to current events and focuses on their 
needs and demands. Guided by the principles of conditionality and differentiation, the 
Communication sets out new, innovative approaches to our relations with the southern 
Mediterranean partners building on the strong foundation that exists. 



Commission Actions Adopted in 20122 

Legislative Proposals 

Commission Work Programme – Previous Years 

2012/DEVC
O/002 

Proposal for Council Decision replacing Council 
Decision 2001/822/EC of 27 November 2001 on 
the association of the  overseas countries and 
territories with the European Community 
("Overseas Association Decision") 

DEVCO Council Decision 2001/822/EC of 27 November 2001 on the association of the Overseas 
Countries and Territories with the European Community ("Overseas Association Decision") 
expires on 31 December 2013 and will need to be replaced by a new Decision. 

2011/ECHO
/003 

Proposal for a Regulation for the setting up of a 
European Voluntary Humanitarian Aid Corps 
(EVHAC) 

ECHO The objective is to establish a framework for joint contributions from young Europeans to 
the humanitarian aid operations of the Union. The scope is likely to be concentrated in 
humanitarian aid and civil protection. However, there might be links to other policy areas 
such external relations and development cooperation. Preparatory actions in 2011 an 
external study will help in identifying possible options, including on preparatory actions. 

2011/MARK
T+/01 1 

Regulation of the European Parliament and the 
Council governing the access of third country 
companies, goods and services to the EU public 
procurement market ("International 
Procurement Instrument") 

MARKT/ 
TRADE 

The key objectives of this regulation are the following: - Increase exports of EU goods, 
services and firms in non-EU public procurement markets - Create EU leverage in 
international procurement negotiations - Strengthen the playing field of EU companies in the 
internal market - Improve legal certainty with regard to access to the EU's procurement 
market by third country companies, goods and services. - Ensure respect for the EU's 
international agreements - Avoid breaches of the EU Treaties. 

Other initiatives 

2012/DEVC
O+/01 
5 

Proposal for a Council decision on the position 
to be taken by the European Union within the 
ACP-EU Council of Ministers regarding the 
revision of the terms and conditions of 
financing for investment financing (Chapter 1 of 
Annex II to the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement) 

DEVCO/ 
EEAS 

The European Investment Bank requested to increase from 10% up to 15% the part of the 
envelope dedicated to the financing of interest subsidies in the ACP Investment Facility to be 
used to support project related technical assistance, as the current envelope for technical 
assistance is too limited. This requires a slight modification of Annex II (art. 1(3) and 2(9)) of 
the Cotonou agreement, to be adopted by the ACP-EU Council of Ministers. This change will 
not constitute a problem for Member States and ACP partners. It will not have a financial 
impact. 

2011/TRAD Regulation of the Parliament and Council on TRADE The regulation will set out 1) a mechanism for payment by the EU of claims against it under 

                                                           
2
 Available from  http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/pdf/execution_report_2012.pdf 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/pdf/execution_report_2012.pdf
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E/027 financial responsibility in the context of 
investor-to-state dispute settlement 

investor-state dispute settlement brought by investors from non- EU countries under 
bilateral investment treaties, and so create certainty for third country investors in the EU 2) a 
mechanism to allocate financial responsibility between the EU and an EU Member State, in 
cases where a claim is brought against a Member State national measure which was not 
required by EU law, or when the measure in question is inconsistent with EU law. In this way, 
it will ensure that the EU is not financially liable for acts which are the responsibility of the 
Member States taken in situations where actions are not required by EU law or where EU 
law is wrongfully implemented. 

2012/TRAD
E/011 

Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 
1418/2007 concerning the export for recovery 
of certain waste and mixtures of waste to 
certain non-OECD countries. 

TRADE Update listing of third countries requirements regarding shipment of non-hazardous waste 
from Europe, on the basis of their answers to a questionnaire sent by DG Trade via the EU 
Delegations. 

2012/TRAD
E/014 

Regulation (EU) of the European Parliament 
and of the Council reinstating GSP tariff 
preferences 

TRADE Council Regulation (EC) No 552/97 provides for the reinstatement of GSP tariff preferences 
to Myanmar if the reasons, which have caused their temporary withdrawal no longer exists. 

2012/TRAD
E/012 

COUNCIL DECISION establishing the EU position 
within the General Council of the World Trade 
Organization on the accession of Lao PDR to the 
World Trade Organization 

TRADE The Council Decision aims at approving the terms of Lao PDR's accession to WTO before the 
EU can formally support Lao PDR's entry. 

2011/TRAD
E/034 

Report on trade and investment barriers in 
third countries (working title) 

TRADE The report will identify barriers which European companies encounter when they want to 
export or to invest in third countries. It will also develop strategies to remove such barriers 
by using the whole range of trade policy tools. This report is part of the Commission's Future 
Trade strategy as set out in the Europe 2020 Communication and is embedded in the 
Commission's Market Access Strategy ("Global Europe: a stronger partnership to deliver 
market access for European exporters") of April 2007. 

2012/CLIMA
/015 

Decision of the European parliament and of the 
Council amending Article 16 of Directive 
2003/877EC 

CLIMA This proposal is intended to reinforce the recent positive momentum in the ICAO framework, 
to enhance the chance of a successful outcome of the 2013 ICAO Assembly in terms of 
developing a global market-based measure and adopting a framework facilitating States' 
application of market-based measures to international aviation. 

Non-legislative Acts 

Commission Work Programme - Previous Years 

2012/DEVC Communication on Social Protection in EU DEVCO The proposed strategy is to better address inclusive and sustainable growth with partner 
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O/011 External and Development Cooperation 
 
See Council Conclusions here 

countries through the setting up and/or strengthening of social protection systems to 
cushion crisis shocks, improve access to basic services, maintain income for vulnerable 
groups while accompanying creation of productive jobs, thus contributing to social cohesion 
and stability. It will also be a follow-up of the European Development Report 2010 on social 
protection. 

2012/DEVC
O/003 

The roots of democracy and sustainable 
development: Europe's engagement with Civil 
Society in external relations 
 
See Council Conclusions here 

DEVCO Responding to the call of the EP and from stakeholders (EU Member States, CSOs and LAs 
Platforms and Networks), the Communication will be built primarily upon the results of the 
"Structured Dialogue for an effective partnership in development". The consultation, 
launched by the EC in March 2010 and lasted 14 months, represented an innovative window 
of opportunity for dialogue with a broad variety of traditional and emerging development 
actors. The objective is to create an updated framework of reference for EU support to Civil 
Society and Local Authorities in development. The EU has embarked in a strategic shifting of 
its relationship with the aforementioned actors and the policy Communication would 
redefine its partnership nature. 

2012/DEVC
O+/014 
4 

"EU support for sustainable change in transition 
countries" 

DEVCO/ 
ELARG / 
EEAS 

Building on experience gained in the enlargement process, this Communication will look at 
how the EU can help to create the conditions for sustainable stability in societies that have 
undergone major economic, social and political reforms. The focus will be on neighbourhood 
countries and other relevant developing countries and in particular on issues linked to the 
development of an inclusive political process, a vibrant civil society and strengthening of all 
political actors, as well as economic policies needed for sustainable growth including 
employment. 

2010/TRAD
E+/03 
4 

Communication on Trade, Growth and 
Development: Tailoring trade and investment 
policy for those countries most in need 
Working Paper: EU Trade Policy and Market 
Access for developing countries 2002-2010 

TRADE / 
DEVCO 

The Communication is a follow-up to the EU 2020 strategy and respective DG Trade initiative 
"Open Europe: A Trade Strategy for EU 2020". It will up-date on developments since the 
2002 Commission Communication on Trade and Development, and will put forward broad 
policy guidelines or recommendations for future specific actions/initiatives. The baseline for 
this exercise will be the Working Paper – EU Trade Policy and Market Access for developing 
countries 2002-2010. It will review the impact of the economic and financial crisis on 
development countries, the main conclusions/ recommendations resulting from MDGs mid-
term review 2010, Conference IV on LDCs 2011, etc 

Other Initiatives 

2012/DEVC
O/008 

Enhancing EU Accountability on Financing for 
Development – Progress Report and 

DEVCO The 10th annual accountability report on the EU financing for development agenda will 
assess progress in the EU and its Member States on common EU targets and commitments. 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/132875.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/132870.pdf
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Recommendations 2012 The report provides the basis for the annual report on Official Development Assistance 
(ODA) and responds to the mandate of the Council to assess and report on progress annually 
on different strands of financing for development, including aid effectiveness, aid for trade, 
tax governance and fast start climate finance. The 2012 Communication might also cover the 
follow-up to the High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness in Busan of late 2011 

2012/DEVC
O+/00 
9 

Communication from the Commission to the 
Council and the European Parliament Annual 
Report 2012 on the European Union's 
development and external assistance policies 
and their implementation in 2011 

DEVCO / 
EEAS 

The Annual Report fulfils the obligation to report on implementation of EU external 
assistance. The report gives information on the EU's policies in the field of development and 
external assistance and details of how they were put into practice, along with figures on EU 
funding on development throughout the year. 
The report is transmitted to Council and the European Parliament and the Council 
conclusions issued in autumn each year inform the next edition of the report. 

2012/DEVC
O/017 

The EU approach to resilience: learning from 
food security crises 

DEVCO Long-standing stress factors and recurrent food crises in Sub-Saharan Africa, where hunger 
prevalence is the highest in the world, have eroded significantly the capacity of the poorest 
households, communities and countries to cope and recover from natural hazards. Repeated 
droughts are critical challenges and threats with far reaching adverse impacts on food 
security and under-nutrition, poverty reduction, economic growth, sustainable natural 
resources management, and national and global security. In increasingly volatile 
environments, a comprehensive, effective, and responsive resilience-based approach is 
proposed. It encompasses the whole range of risks that increase vulnerability and focus on a 
long term response towards tackling the underlying causes of stress and shocks by increasing 
local, national and regional capacities. 

2012/DEVC
O/016 

2012 Report on the implementation of the "EU 
Plan of Action on gender Equality and women 
empowerment in development 2010-2015" 

DEVCO Its objective is to describe the status of the implementation of the Action Plan on GEWE in 
the EU development policy. It is drafted by putting together country reports sent by Member 
States and EU Delegations and DG DEVCO 

2012/EEAS+
/002 

Joint Communication Commission/High 
Representative "Towards a renewed 
Pacific-EU development partnership" 

DEVCO/EE
AS 

The Joint Communication will propose concrete measures for the EU (and other partners) to 
support more effectively Pacific Island Countries and Territories in attaining the Millennium 
Development Goals, while tackling climate change and natural disasters challenges. The Joint 
Communication will recall that strong partnership with the Pacific is of strategic importance 
for EU's external action and will make the "Pacific case" to EU Member States, to attract 
their bilateral climate change funds and offer them enhanced visibility for their contributions 
within a coordinated and financially substantial EU-wide initiative. This renewed and 
enhanced EU-wide engagement in the Pacific is expected to be the reference for a long-term 
strategy ensuring coherence and continuity in EU support. 
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2010/EEAS+
/020 

Communication 'A Joint EU-Caribbean 
Strategy' 

EEAS/DEV
CO 

A range of events occurred since the adoption of the 2006 EU strategy for the Caribbean 
(conclusion of the EPA, new sub-regional integration dynamics, financial crisis, etc) and have 
led to the need for a revision of the strategy and, at the same time, convert it into a joint 
document with the region. The Communication will follow a consultation process of 
stakeholders in both regions and will be based on a Joint COM/ COUNCIL paper on the 
outlines of the strategy (approved by Heads of States at the 4th EU-CARIFORUM summit in 
Madrid in 2010). It will set out objectives, content and deliverables of the Joint Strategy and 
is expected to form the basis for Council Conclusions and thus the adoption of the Joint 
Strategy on the EU side. 

2011/TRAD
E/038 

Commission proposal for a Council Decision on 
establishing the position to be taken by the  
European Union within the General Council of 
the World Trade Organization on the request 
for a WTO waiver on additional autonomous 
trade 
preferences granted by the European Union to 
Pakistan 

TRADE Council Decision establishes the position to be taken by the European Union within the 
General Council of the World Trade Organization (WTO) as regards its request for a WTO 
waiver in order to grant additional autonomous trade preferences to Pakistan. 

2012/TRAD
E/009 

Corrigendum to EC Communication on Trade 
Growth and Development 

TRADE Some inputs received from DG CLIMA after the closure of the Inter Service Consultation, 
were not included in the final text of the Trade, Growth and Development Communication. 
These comments arrived late because they related to the outcome of the Durban Conference 
on Climate Change which finished on 9 December. This corrigendum relates only to two 
sections of the text, listing climate change as one of the constraints affecting the economic 
performance of Least Developed Countries (par. 2.2) and mentioning the role climate change 
may play in provoking natural disasters (par. 4.1.6). The rest of the Communication as 
adopted by the College remains unchanged. 

2012/TRAD
E/010 

Commission proposal for a Council Decision 
establishing the position to be taken by the 
European Union within the General Council of 
the World Trade Organization on the 
Philippines’ request for a WTO waiver to extend 
the special treatment for rice 

TRADE Council Decision establishes the position to be taken by the European Union within the 
General Council of the World Trade Organization (WTO) as regards the Philippines’ request 
for a WTO waiver in order to extend the special treatment for rice until 30 June 2017. 

2012/TRAD
E/007 

Annual Report (2011) on the application of 
Council Regulation (EC) No 953/2003 of 26 May 

TRADE This is the 8th annual report foreseen under Article 11 of Regulation (EC) No 953/2003, 
which is designed to prevent parallel trade in discounted medicines intended for the least 
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2003 to avoid trade diversion into the European 
Union of certain key medicines 

developed countries. This report covers the period from 1 January to 31 December 2011. 

2012/CLIMA
/012 

Report from the Commission to the European 
Parliament and to the Council. Progress 
towards achieving the Kyoto objectives 

CLIMA This annual report assesses progress towards achieving the Kyoto emission limitation targets 

 
 



 
 

 

Commission actions expected to be adopted in 20133 

Legislative Proposals 

Other Initiatives 

2012/DEVC
O/ 
006 

Council regulation on the implementation of 
the 11th European Development Fund under 
the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement 

DEVCO 1st trimester 2013 This proposal is linked to the future financial instruments in the area 
of external action under the next multiannual financial framework 
post 2013, and in particular to the preparation of the Internal 
Agreement for the EDF 2014-2020 (11th EDF), for which the 
Commission proposals are to be tabled in December 2011. Whereas 
the Internal Agreement will fix the amount and define the various 
financial envelopes, the contributions keys and the voting rights in 
the EDF Committee, the EDF implementing regulation will define the 
general framework for programming and implementation of the 11th 
EDF as well as the monitoring, reporting and evaluation 
requirements. 

2009/TRAD
E+/02 
7 

COUNCIL DECISION on a Community Position 
concerning a list of Arbitrators for Dispute 
Settlement provided for by the Economic 
Partnership Agreement 
between CARIFORUM, of the one part, and 
the European Community and its Member 
States, of the other part 

TRADE / 
DEVCO 

1st trimester 2013 The Economic Partnership Agreement requires the adoption of a list 
of arbitrators. 

2009/TRAD
E+/02 
9 

COUNCIL DECISION on a Community Position 
concerning a list of Arbitrators for Dispute 
Settlement provided for by the Economic 
Partnership Agreement between Ghana, of 
the one part, and the European Community 
and its Member States, of the other part 

TRADE / 
DEVCO 

2nd trimester 2013 The Economic Partnership Agreement requires the adoption of a list 
of arbitrators. 

                                                           
3
 Available from  http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/pdf/forward_programming_2013.pdf  

http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/pdf/forward_programming_2013.pdf
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2009/TRAD
E+/03 
0 

COUNCIL DECISION on a Community Position 
concerning the Rules of Procedure for 
Dispute Settlement and the Code of Conduct 
for arbitrators provided for by the Economic 
Partnership Agreement between Central 
Africa, of the one part, and the European 
Community and its Member States, of the 
other part 

TRADE / 
DEVCO 

2nd trimester 2013 The Economic Partnership Agreement requires the adoption of Rules 
of Procedure for Dispute Settlement and the Code of Conduct. 

2009/TRAD
E/035 

COUNCIL DECISION on a Community Position 
concerning a list of Arbitrators for Dispute 
Settlement provided for by the Economic 
Partnership Agreement between the Pacific 
EPA States, of the one part, and the European 
Community, of the other part 

TRADE / 2nd trimester 2013 The Economic Partnership Agreement requires the adoption of a list 
of arbitrators. 

2009/TRAD
E+/03 
6 

COUNCIL DECISION on a Community Position 
concerning the Rules of Procedure for 
Dispute Settlement and the Code of Conduct 
for Arbitrators provided for by the Economic 
Partnership Agreement between the Pacific 
States, of the one part, and the European 
Community, of the other part 

TRADE / 
DEVCO 

2nd trimester 2013 The Economic Partnership Agreement requires the adoption of Rules 
of Procedure for Dispute Settlement and the Code of Conduct. 

2010/TRAD
E/015 

Regulation implementing the EU Singapore 
FTA accompanying the decisions authorising 
the signature and conclusion of the FTA 

TRADE 2nd trimester 2013 Adopt any necessary measures required to internally implement the 
future EU/Singapore FTA, which is currently under negotiation. 

2009/TRAD
E+/02 
6 

COUNCIL DECISION on a Community Position 
concerning the Rules of Procedure for 
Dispute Settlement and the Code of Conduct 
for Arbitrators provided for by the Economic 
Partnership Agreement between the SADC 
EPA States, of the one part, and the European 
Community and its Member States, of the 
other part 

TRADE / 
DEVCO 

3rd trimester 2013 The Economic Partnership Agreement requires the adoption of Rules 
of Procedure for Dispute Settlement and the Code of Conduct. 
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2009/TRAD
E/031 

COUNCIL DECISION on a Community Position 
concerning a list of Arbitrators for Dispute 
Settlement provided for by the Economic 
Partnership Agreement between Ghana, of 
the one part, and the European Community 
and its Member States, of the other part 

TRADE / 3rd trimester 2013 The Economic Partnership Agreement requires the adoption of a list 
of arbitrators. 

2009/TRAD
E+/03 
2 

COUNCIL DECISION on a Community Position 
concerning the Rules of Procedure for 
Dispute Settlement and the Code of Conduct 
for Arbitrators provided for by the Economic 
Partnership Agreement between Ghana, of 
the one part, and the European Community 
and its Member States, of the other part 

TRADE / 
DEVCO 

3rd trimester 2013 The Economic Partnership Agreement requires the adoption of Rules 
of Procedure for Dispute Settlement and the Code of Conduct. 

2009/TRAD
E+/03 
3 

COUNCIL DECISION on a Community Position 
concerning a list of Arbitrators for Dispute 
Settlement provided for by the Economic 
Partnership Agreement between Ivory Coast, 
of the one part, and the European 
Community and its Member States, of the 
other part 

TRADE / 
DEVCO 

3rd trimester 2013 The Economic Partnership Agreement requires the adoption of a list 
of arbitrators. 

2009/TRAD
E+/03 
4 

COUNCIL DECISION on a Community Position 
concerning the Rules of Procedure for 
Dispute Settlement and the Code of Conduct 
for Arbitrators provided for by the Economic 
Partnership Agreement between Ivory Coast, 
of the one part, and the European 
Community and its Member States, of the 
other part 

TRADE / 
DEVCO 

3rd trimester 2013 The Economic Partnership Agreement requires the adoption of Rules 
of Procedure for Dispute Settlement and the Code of Conduct. 

2009/TRAD
E+/03 
7 

COUNCIL DECISION on a Community Position 
concerning a list of Arbitrators for Dispute 
Settlement provided for by the Economic 
Partnership Agreement between the SADC 
EPA States, of the one part, and the European 

TRADE / 
DEVCO 

3rd trimester 2013 The Economic Partnership Agreement requires the adoption of a list 
of arbitrators. 
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Community and its Member States, of the 
other part 

2010/TRAD
E+/01 
1 

Commission Decision terminating the 
procedure concerning the measures imposed 
by the Republic of Korea affecting trade in 
pharmaceutical products. 

TRADE / 
ENTR / 
SG / 
SJ 

1st trimester 2013 The scope of the Commission Decision is to terminate the suspended 
procedure initiated under a Trade Barrier Regulation investigation 
launched in 1999 at the request of the European pharmaceutical 
industry. The termination will be warranted once the signature to the 
EU/Korea FTA will have taken place, as the FTA will have achieved the 
objective at which the TBR case aimed, i.e. providing access to 
innovation and ensuring that transparency and due process are 
granted in the determination of pricing and reimbursement of 
pharmaceutical products. 

2011/TRAD
E/017 

Decision of the Council on the position of the 
European Union in the Trade Committee 
established under the EUKorea Free Trade 
Agreement 

TRADE 1st trimester 2013 The EU-Korea FTA will have a Trade Committee established which, in 
his first meeting expected after the summer 2011, will have to adopt 
certain procedural decisions related to the proper implementation of 
the FTA. 

Non-legislative Proposals 

Commission Work Programme 

2013/DEVC
O+/00 
1 

A decent life for all – ending poverty and 
giving the world a sustainable future" 

DEVCO / 
ENV 

20 February 2013 This initiative will propose an EU position for a coherent approach to 
the UN MDG Review in 2013, the post-2015 development framework 
and the follow-up of Rio+20 including sustainable development goals. 
This will be done on the basis of a set of key principles and objectives, 
addressing the world’s global challenges in the field of development 
cooperation and sustainable development. 

Other Initiatives 

2013/BUD
G+/030 

Financial regulation applicable to the 11th 
European Development Fund 

BUDG / 
DEVCO 

2nd trimester 
2013 

Financial regulation for new EDF 

2012/DEVC
O/019 

EU Support to Democratic Governance with 
the focus on the Governance Initiative 

DEVCO February 2013 The Council Conclusions of 18 May 2009 'Support to Democratic 
Governance – towards an enhanced EU framework' requested the 
Commission "to provide, in 2012, a comprehensive report on the 
implementation of the October 2006 Council Conclusions, focusing on 
the EU support to democratic governance, managed by the 
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Commission, in all regions, including the Governance Initiative and 
the Governance Facility". In line with the Council Conclusions "this 
report should also address the participation of women in the 
implementation and strengthening of EU support to governance." 
This staff working paper aims mainly at assessing the Governance 
Initiative for the ACP states while also looking into broader support to 
democratic governance. 

2013/DEVC
O/007 

Communication on the engagement with 
local authorities in development cooperation 

DEVCO February 2013 The Communication intends to redefine the strategic partnership 
nature of EU relations with Local Authorities and to create an 
updated framework of reference for EU support to Local Authorities 
in development cooperation. More specifically, the Communication 
would: -Analyse the role of LAs in development processes and major 
global crises and challenges - Identify possible responses to the 
challenges related to the lack of enabling framework and policies and 
LAs' empowerment and capacities; - Review the new international 
development framework and analyse its main implications for the 
future EU agenda in relation to local governance, decentralisation and 
territorial approach; - Outline strategic and operational EU modalities 
with regard to decentralised cooperation, decentralisation and local 
governance. 

2013/DEVC
O/011 

Monitoring the implementation of the 
Agenda for Change – paving the way for an 
EU results measurement and reporting 
framework 

DEVCO February 2013 The document will illustrate the outcome of the first phase of the 
programming process 2014-2020, namely the assessment of the 
National Development plans of potential beneficiaries of EU 
development assistance. Moreover it will provide further guidance on 
key objectives and indicators for the second phase of the 
programming process, namely the preparation of Multiannual 
Indicative Programmes. Finally, the working document will outline the 
key features of an EU Results framework and how it will be 
implemented by strengthening Commissions monitoring and 
reporting system and information management system. 

2013/DEVC
O/013 

Maternal and child nutrition in external 
assistance - an EU Policy Framework 

DEVCO February 2013 The Commission is increasingly committed to fight undernutrition as 
one of its policy priorities in external assistance. In this context the 
Commission needs to ensure that there is policy coherence between 
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the Commission's development and humanitarian perspective in 
addressing undernutrition and between the Commission and the EU 
Member State policies. The most appropriate tool to ensure this 
coherence and provide the Commission with a clear policy framework 
of action is a Communication on Nutrition. This communication will 
also serve as a powerful tool to facilitate political dialogue with 
development partners and countries benefiting from the 
Commission's external aid in this increasingly important area of 
intervention. 

2011/DEVC
O/026 

An EU Implementation Plan to assist 
Developing Countries in addressing Food 
Security and Nutrition Challenges 

DEVCO 1st trimester 2013 The main objective is to step up the fight against world hunger and 
malnutrition, thereby accelerating the achievement of MDG 1. In 
order to contribute to that objective, the Implementation Plan 
proposes to provide an operational framework for the EU in order to 
enhance coordination, effectiveness and accountability of action. 
Specific objectives are the policy lines contained in the policy 
framework. Following the 2010 Food security and nutrition initiatives 
including the operationalisation of this policy framework, the Council 
invited the Commission to propose an implementation plan. 

2012/DEVC
O/001 

Report from the Commission to the Council 
and the European Parliament on the facility 
for rapid response to soaring food prices in 
developing countries 

DEVCO   1st trimester 2013 As required by Regulation 1337/2008, the Commission shall provide 
the European Parliament and the Council with a report on the 
implementation of the measures, including, as far as possible, on the 
main outcomes and impacts of the assistance provided under this 
Regulation, no later than 31 December 2012. 

2012/DEVC
O+/01 
8 

Advancing the Principle of Complementarity : 
Bridging the gap between international and 
national justice 

DEVCO / 
EEAS 

1st trimester 2013 The purpose of this Document is to contribute bridging the gap 
between international justice and national justice systems, which are 
still too often disconnected. An effective and efficient interplay 
between national justice systems and the International Criminal Court 
is pivotal to give full effect to the Rome Statute. The Document 
provides an overview of all the different efforts and measures which 
should be taken to foster such interplay, while respecting the 
integrity of the Rome Statute. More concretely, the Document aims 
to provide guidance to the staff at EU Headquarters, relevant 
ministries of EU Member States, EU Delegations as well as embassies 
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of EU Member States around the world and which they can use in 
contacts with third countries at all levels. As the implementation of 
the principle of complementarity has a political […] 

2013/DEVC
O/004 

2013 EU Accountability Report DEVCO June 2013 A report monitoring the commitments undertaken by the EU and its 
Member States mainly in the setting of the Financing for 
Development agenda and setting the way forward. 

2013/DEVC
O/012 

Annual Report 2013 on the European Union's 
development and external assistance policies 
and their implementation in 2012 

DEVCO June 2013 Reporting on the European Union's development and external 
assistance policies and their implementation in 2012 

2013/DEVC
O/010 

Commission regulation implementing Council 
Decision […/2013] on relations between the 
EU on the one hand, and Greenland and the 
Kingdom of Denmark on the other 

DEVCO July 2013 Regulation laying down the procedures for the programming, 
monitoring, review and evaluation of the EU financial assistance to 
Greenland in accordance with the provisions of the Council decision 
[…/2013] 

2013/DEVC
O/003 

Commission Regulation implementing Council 
Decision on the association of the overseas 
countries and territories with the European 
Union ('Overseas Association Decision') 

DEVCO 3rd trimester 
2013 

Council Decision on the association of the overseas countries and 
territories with the European Union explicitly confers on the 
Commission the power to adopt the implementing provisions 
regarding development finance cooperation with the overseas 
countries and territories (“OCTs”). Consequently, the proposal for a 
Commission Regulation will lay down the rules for the 
implementation of the OAD and the detailed procedures for the 
programming, implementation and control of EU financial assistance 
to the OCTs managed by the Commission under the 11th European 
Development Fund (“EDF”). 

2013/DEVC
O/005 

Steering the potential of business towards 
inclusive and sustainable growth in 
developing countries (+ EU 2013 Report on 
Policy Coherence for Development) 

DEVCO 3rd trimester 
2013 

In the context of biennial PCD reporting by the European Commission 
on progress in implementing art. 208 TFE on Policy Coherence for 
Development, the Communication will present a more detailed 
analysis of one selected focus area while the attached staff working 
document general will provide the usual monitoring of all the other 
PCD areas and challenges. The focus chosen for this Communication 
is "promoting responsible business" and focuses on recent 
Commission policy initiatives, some of the main issues the report 
could look into would be transparency, country-by-country reporting 
(CBCR) and international aspects of corporate social responsibility 
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(CSR). 

2012/DEVC
O/004 

Forest Law Enforcement Governance and 
Trade (FLEGT) Voluntary Partnership 
Agreement (VPA) Gabon 

DEVCO  4th trimester 
2013 

The Forest Law Enforcement Governance and Trade (FLEGT) 
regulation, together with a FLEGT Partnership negotiating mandate 
were adopted by the Council and published in December 2005. 
Negotiation of a FLEGT Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) with 
Gabon. 

2013/DEVC
O/006 

2013 Report on the implementation of the EU 
Plan of Action on gender equality and women 
empowerment in development 2012 – 2015 
 

DEVCO  4th trimester 
2013 

Its objective is to describe the status of the implementation of the 
Action Plan on gender equality and women empowerment (GEWE) in 
the EU development policy. It is drafted by putting together country 
reports sent by Member States and EU Delegations and the 
Directorate General Europeaid. 

2013/DEVC
O/009 

Delegated Act for the Implementing Rules 
laying down specific provisions for 
implementation of the Title III Cross Border 
Cooperation of the ENI regulation. 

DEVCO  4th trimester 
2013 

The Implementing rules will lay down the specific provisions for the 
implementation of the ENI Cross Border Cooperation programmes. 
They will include provisions on: (a) the rate and methods of co-
financing; (b) the preparation, modification and closure of joint 
operational programmes; (c) the role and function of the programme 
structures Systems, and conditions on the technical and financial 
management of Union support, including eligibility of expenditure; (d) 
recovery procedures; the monitoring and evaluation; (e) the visibility 
and information activities (f) shared and indirect management as 
referred to in Article 6(2) of the Common Implementing Regulation. 

2010/ENV+
/012 

Proposals for Council Decisions for signature 
and for ratification of the FLEGT Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement between the EU and 
Malaysia on forest law enforcement, 
governance and trade in timber and derived 
products to the European Union (FLEGT) 

ENV / 
DEVCO 

1st trimester 2013 The agreement will pave the way for Malaysia to export "FLEGT 
licensed" timber to the EU – providing an assurance that such timber 
is not from illegal sources. 

2010/ENV+
/013 

Proposals for Council Decisions for signature 
and for ratification of the FLEGT Voluntary 
Partnership Agreements between the EU and 
Indonesia on forest 
law enforcement, governance and trade in 

ENV / 
DEVCO 

1st trimester 2013 The agreement will pave the way for Indonesia to export "FLEGT 
licensed" timber to the EU – providing an assurance that such timber 
is not from illegal sources. 
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timber and derived products to the European 
Union (FLEGT) 

2013/HOM
E+/016 

Maximising the development impact of 
migration - EU contribution to UN High-Level 
Dialogue on Migration and Development and 
nest steps for 
broadening the development-migration 
nexus 

HOME / 
DEVCO 

April 2013 Maximising the development impact of migration - EU contribution to 
UN High-Level Dialogue on Migration and Development and nest 
steps for broadening the development-migration nexus 

2013/EEAS
+/002 

Joint Communication Enhancing the EU's 
comprehensive approach to dealing with 
conflict and crises 

EEAS / 
SG 

2nd trimester 
2013 

The EU is facing new challenges in a constantly changing world. As 
crisis, natural or manmade ones, are becoming more frequent and 
intense, the Lisbon treaty EEAS is an original opportunity to bridge 
lasting gaps between all our European policies that, directly and 
indirectly, contribute to shape the everyday EU external action. 
Comprehensive approach is about elaborating crisis management 
policies through a full cycle approach from prevention to long term 
recovery policies wherein the EU added value is visible and 
maximized. Sequencing all instruments available and dividing the 
labour amongst EU actors/ partners to tackle crisis are sine qua non 
conditions for the EU institutions to develop an efficient foreign 
strategy. 

2013/EEAS
+/001 

European Neighbourhood Policy Package. It 
will include a Joint Communication of the 
High Representative for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy and the European Commission 
on the implementation of the European 
Neighbourhood Policy in 2012 and setting out 
orientations for the following year; twelve 
country reports on those partners that have 
agreed an ENP Action and two regional 
reports on the implementation of the Eastern 
Partnership and the Partnership for 
Democracy and Shared Prosperity (Staff 
Working Documents). 

EEAS / 
ELARG 

20 March 2013 Annual reporting exercise on the Implementation of the European 
Neighbourhood Policy in 2012 and orientations for 2013. 
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2010/AGRI
+/027 

Decisions flowing from concluding an 
agreement finalising the multilateral trade 
negotiations under the World Trade 
Organisation's Doha Development Agenda 

AGRI / 
TRADE 

4th trimester 
2013 

Decision by the Council to conclude the final agreement incorporating 
the results of the negotiations on the DDA. This agreement is likely to 
concern liberalization of trade in industrial and agricultural goods 
(tariff cuts) and of services; reduction of domestic agricultural 
subsidies, the phasing out of agricultural export subsidies as well as 
the reform of WTO certain rules governing international trade (inter 
alia trade defence instruments Depending on the content of the 
agreement this may imply adaptation of community regulation or 
legislation (e.g. customs tariffs, trade defence instruments, customs 
regulation) by the end of the implementation period(s) foreseen in 
this agreement. 

2011/AGRI
+/036 

Proposals for a Council decision, one on the 
signature and a second on the conclusion of 
agreement in the form of an exchange of 
letters between the European 
Union and the Republic of Tunisia concerning 
trade in agricultural products, processed 
agricultural products and fish and fishery 
products, and amending the 
Euro-Mediterranean agreement establishing 
and association between the European 
Communities and their Member States, of 
the one part, and the Republic of Tunisia, of 
the other part THE STATE 
OF ISRAEL, OF THE OTHER PART 

AGRI / 
ENTR / 
TRADE 

4th trimester 
2013 

The EU and Tunisia are negotiating to conclude a new agreement 
concerning reciprocal liberalisation measures on agricultural 
products, processed agricultural products and fish and fishery 
products, the replacement of Protocols 1, 2, 3 and their Annexes and 
amendments to the Euro Mediterranean agreement establishing and 
association between the European Communities and the Republic of 
Tunisia. 

2012/TRAD
E/023 

Commission Regulation amending Regulation 
(EC) No 1418/2007 concerning the export for 
recovery of certain waste to certain non-
OECD countries 

TRADE 31 January 2013 The objective of the amendment is to correct the mistake that 
occurred by communication with Malaysia. On the basis of a 
Malaysian written communication the export of two categories of 
waste (plastic waste and polymers of vinyl chloride) have been 
banned in the latest amendment to the Regulation 1418/2007. But 
after the entry into force of the amendment Malaysia notified the 
Commission that their previous communication did not reflect the 
legislation and procedures in Malaysia applicable to import of the 
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above waste which means that the imports were allowed subject to 
their national procedures. Considering the interest of economic 
operators and to correct the mistake, the Commission will amend the 
Regulation accordingly. 

2011/TRAD
E/029 

International Trade and the Worst Forms of 
Child Labour 

TRADE January 2013 In 2006, the ILO, including all 27 EU Member States, set a target date 
of 2016 for eliminating the worst forms of child labour. With less than 
five years to go until that date, new evidence from the ILO suggests 
that, if current trends continue, this target date will not be reached. 
The EU remains committed to eradicating the worst forms of child 
labour at a global level. Following the Commission's 2010 Staff 
Working Paper "Combating Child Labour" (SEC(2010)37, the Council 
invited the Commission to "study and report on trade and the worst 
forms of child labour" before the end of 2011 (Council Conclusions of 
14 June 2010). This paper responds to that request. 

2012/TRAD
E/022 

Commission Regulation modifying the list of 
beneficiaries 

TRADE February 2013 After independence and classification by the UN of South Sudan as a 
Least Developed Country, South Sudan will enjoy Everything But Arms 
preferences. 

2011/TRAD
E/005 

Communication from the Commission on the 
protection and enforcement of intellectual 
property rights in third countries 

TRADE 1st trimester 2013 The policy objective is to review (and emphasise) the IPR strategy of 
the Commission towards third countries, so as to confirm its 
legitimacy, make it more visible to EU institutions, industry and other 
right holders, authorities of third countries, and other stakeholders 
such as NGOs. Ultimately, the objective is to reduce the level of IPR 
infringements outside the EU, which detrimentally affect EU right 
holders in third countries, while considering in a better balanced way 
specific situations such as that of developing countries. 

2008/TRAD
E/018 

Council Decision for the signing and 
conclusion of an Agreement with SADC 

TRADE 2nd trimester 
2013 

Signature and conclusion of a full EPA with the SADC EPA region 
following conclusion of negotiations in 2008 

2008/TRAD
E/020 

Council Decision for the signing and 
conclusion of an Agreement with the East 
African Community 

TRADE 2nd trimester 
2013 

Signature and conclusion of a full EPA with the East African 
Community following conclusion of negotiations in 2008 

2010/TRAD
E/026 

Council Decision authorising the signature 
and provisional application of the Free Trade 
Agreement between the European Union and 

TRADE 2nd trimester 
2013 

The Decision would authorise the signature of an agreement the EU is 
currently negotiating with Singapore which would aim at establishing 
a free trade agreement between the EU and Singapore. It would also 
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its Member States and Singapore foresee the provisional application of the FTA pending its conclusion 

2010/TRAD
E/029 

Council Decision concluding the Free Trade 
Agreement between the European Union and 
its Member States and Singapore 

TRADE 2nd trimester 
2013 

The Decision would conclude an agreement the EU is currently 
negotiating with Singapore which would aim at establishing a free 
trade agreement between the EU and Singapore. 

2008/TRAD
E/021 

Council Decision for the signing and 
conclusion of an Agreement with the Pacific 

TRADE 3rd trimester 
2013 

Signature and conclusion of a full EPA with the Pacific EPA region 
following conclusion of negotiations in 2008 

2012/TRAD
E/024 

Commission Regulation amending Regulation 
(EC) No 1418/2007 concerning the export for 
recovery of 
certain waste to certain non-OECD countries 

TRADE 3rd trimester 
2013 

Commission Regulation (EC) No 1418/2007 provides for the 
conditions for exporting non-hazardous waste from the EU to non-
OECD countries. It was prepared on the basis of information 
submitted by the third countries concerned. The Commission is 
obliged to periodically - usually once a year - re-check the conditions 
for importing non-hazardous waste set by the partner countries and 
update the Regulation accordingly. The foreseen amendment is the 
regular update planned in 2013. 

 
 
 
 


